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ſpiritual advantage ; that by diſplaying the he: 
venly glory to the eyes of thy mind, thou "if 
mayeſt have thy affections and * ſurreck 9 
up to *cliooſe it às thy chiefeN” treaſure; n‚t 
then where thy treaſure is," hy dart wilt | | 
ſoon be alſo: And, perhaps, here is as mur 
ſaid to engage thy affeQions as has been any = 
where written upon this ſubjecr; and Which, 
through the Divine Bleſſing, may beget im 
thee thoſe breathings after the happiness here 
deſcribed, which may iſſue in thy eternal 
fruition of it. It does not, indeed, pretend to 
give a graphical deſcription thereof {fv ir d 
not yet appear what "we' ſtall be) bur it gives 
ſuch a deſcription of it as the Divine Oracles 
will warrant ; ſhewing wherein the nature of 
dur bippfeſſ doth chiefly conſiſt;” and re- 
ſolving the moſt abſtruſe and curtous queſtions 
about it according to the werd of ith; "#!. -- 
And ſeeing love and defire are the Wings 
of the foul, by which it flies towards heaven, 
doubt not but the devout foul will here and 
thoſe attractives that will inſenſibly draw ie 
thither: For what can more engage our af- 
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1 10 THE READER. 


ſections than the deſire of beholding that bright 
Erernal ExceJlency, who is altogether deſires ; 
and whom the Church aeſcribes as fairer than 


the children men! And, if he was ſo in 


the days of his humiliation, how much more 
glorious is he on the throne, being crowned with 


gory and bonvur, as the BSE to the Hebrews 


{peaks f. 
But altho- glorious. ablags be ſpoken of the 


city of God; which is repreſented to us as an 


eternal excellency, and the jay of many genera- 
lions; yet, after the. largeſt deſcriptions, we 
ſhall be forced to acknowledge, when we come 
to heaven, what the Queen of Sheba did, when 


the ſaw the glory of Solomon, -that * half has 


mot been told us. 

However, there is W to ana our 
hearts, and raviſh our affections, aud to make 
us cry ont with David, How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts But as love 


and deſire carries us atter that which we ap- 


prehend to be amiable and lovely, ſo fear is a 
paſſion of the ſonl, whereby it flies from, and 
avoids, whatever it apprehends to be evil; and 
this paſſion works as ſtrongly. in ſome ſouls, 
as love and deſire does in others. And to 
theſe the viſions of hell may be as uſeful to 


_ _ affright them from it, as the viſions of heavea 
to draw the. others to it. Here you may, 


as it were, lay your ears to the mouth of 
Tophet, and hear the ne lamentation 
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purſait of ſinful pleafures, Have brought upon 


themſelves eternal miſeries. Here you” may 


ſee how they too ſoon lament thoſe rortfients 
it is too late to help; and theſe ſhould; to all 
wiſe, conſidering Perſons, be loolted on as ſo 
many ſea-mar ka, 5 warn others to avoid the 
like deſtruction- eee nern e 

The «thier th I Hebrews tells ur, that 
Noak being noh with fear prepared a art 


to the ſaving of his houſe 72 ir tie fear bfthe 


torments of bell” {which are here o Hvely de- 
ſeribed) move any ſouls to get into the Ark, 


Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo avoid the wrath "to dome, 


it will be an unſpeakable mercy, _ 
Nor let any one be ſtumbled-- that this is 


delivered under the ſimilitnde of a wiſions 
for ſo long as the truths herein conveyed 6 7 


according to the true analogy of faith, 


dreſs in which they are put may be very at 
diſpenſed with. I have done herein like the 


phyſicians, who put their phyſic in ſome 
pleaſant vehicle, to make it go down the eaſier 
with their patients; and fince the way to 
heaven has been ſo taking under the ſimili- 
tude of a dream, why ſhonld not the jour- 


ney's end be as acceptable under the fimilitude 
of a wiſion ? Nay, why ſhould it not be more. 
acceptable, ſince the end is preferable to tbe: | 

means, and heaven to the way that bringe us 
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and tempeſti here ere ö in filence and 
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tie time of the. ſinging o birds is come, and the 


bleſſed Bridegroom of our ſouls calls to us, 
Ariſe, my love, my fair one, come away. Which, 

resder, that thou mayeſt make baſie to do is 
* deſire and PLAYED of | 


alither ? The Pilgrim met with many diſß- 
eulties, hut bere they are all over; all ſtorms 


ſerenity. r 4% 

Let us ſtay no longer bere then, but mount 
thither. upon the golden wings of. faith and 
love: For lo, the winter is paſt; the rain is 
over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; 


woice.of the. turtle is heard in our land: yea, the 
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W. EN wicked and profligate perban 
have gone on in a conrſe of fin to that de- 


gree, that they can ſcarce hope for pardon, and 
find they have reaſon to fear the juſt judg- 
ment of God for their fins, they begin, at firſt, 
to wiſh that there was no God to puniſh 
them, which they think their intereſt, and ſo, 
dy degrees, come to perſuade themſelves that 
there is none; and then they ſet themſelves to 
ſtudy for arguments to back their opinion, 
and prove what they are willing to believe. It 
was With one of this ſort of brutes (ſor they are 


ſcarce worthy the name of men) that I had 


the unhappineſs to be acquainted ; who would 
de continually inculcating me, that there was 
neither God nor devil, heaven nor hell, and 
hat theſe things were only the politic in- 
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world in awe; ju (ſays he) as we talk of 


face. Thus was my mind diſtracted with ap- 


plexed condition 1 went to my falſe friend, to 
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ventions of ſuch as were willing to keep the 


bug-bears, to, affrighten' children. It was not e 
without horror and trembling that I firſt heard 
this diſcourſe, and therefore I uſually left 
him when he began upon theſe topics; but 
his ſpeaking of them to me ſo often at laſt 
prevailed with me to conſider what grounds 
he had for what he ſaid ; and from this time ! 
found my mind perplexed with ſo much tronble 
and darkneſs that I could hardly bear up under 
it, for I knew not how to make out, to my 
own ſatisfaction, thoſe traths which before nt 


appeared to me ſelf+evident. I could not 


think there was no God but with the 


gireateſt horror ; yet I called in queſtion the ie 


truth of his being. I would not have parted 
with my hopes of heaven to have been“ 
made heir of all the world; and yet I queſ- 
tioned whether there was any ſuch place or 


ſtate; and I began to doubt whether there" 


was any hell; and yet, at the ſame time, . 
thought I found the flames of it flaſhing in my Ih. 


parent 'contradiftions; and 1 found I was in- * 
volved in a labyrinth of confuſion, out of which Ar 
I had no clue to extricate myſelf. In this per- 


ſee what comfort he would adminiſter to me . 
(which was like Saul's going to the witch off? 
Endor, when God bad forſaken bim) but 


| INTRODUCTIONe 1 

What he ſaid did more confound than ;/aiizfy 
e. He indeed laughed at my fears, pre- 
ended to pity my weakneſs, and ſeemed to 
aug himſelf in the freedom and liberty which 
e enjoyed. He told me he was never mo- 
zſted in the proſecution of what he had to 
Jo, by the frightful mormoes of a future ſtate, 
Yr an after-reckoning; that nature was the 
zreat Miſtreſs of the univerſe, and that there- 
fore he followed her dictates; aud that all the 
are he took was to live here, that when his 
Juſt ſhonld be next impregnated it might be 
nto ſome delightful ſpecies. of beings : Which 
would likewiſe, in a great meaſure, be owing 
o the place of his burial; for if he were bus» 
ied in a church, or laid up in a vault, it was 
poſlible his duſt might be turned into ſpiders, 
vads, or ſerpents ; and therefore he deſigned 
to be buried in a field or garden, if be could, 
that there his aſhes might ſpring up in curious 
and delightful flowers, which, was the utmoſt 
happineſs he could propoſe to himſelf; and 
houid be very well ſatis fied to find all thoſe | 
ſpirits and powers he was now poſſeſſed of, 
-xerted in the variegated beauties of nature: 
And further he affirmed; that for aught he knew, 
in the various meteropſychoſis of nature, he 
might, ſome ages hence, again impregnate a 
uman body, as he believed he had done r 5 
ages paſt, _ 
1 then urged the de en a aint all this | 


ro INTROBUCTIONs | 
©. rrtintelligible Syſtem 2 but he expladedt that, 


as to prove the Divine Original of the Scrip- 
tures by the being of a ny A N Was idem 


life was a burthen: to me; I dreaded to be left 
to the belief of thoſe curſed / notions, and yet 


yet they were ever before me: What, ſaid Ii 
to myſelf, are all my hopes of heaven nothing 
but a vain chimera? Have 1 ſerved God for 

nothing? Or rather have I fancied: on, when 


untmoſt pitch of deſperation : Why mould Ire 
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as being only the engine by which politic men 
brought about their deſigus; and that to prove 
a Deity, by the Scriptures, was the ſame thing 


per dem. 
Theſe diſcourſes. of bis putting mo Kill on 
further doubts, I became fo uneaſy that my 


they continually ran in my mind; 1 wiſhed a 
thouſand times 1 had never heard them, and 


there is no ſuch being? It is impofflble to tell 
the agonies I felt upon my giving way to ſuch 
thoughts as theſe, which ſtill with greater force 
aſſaulted me, until at laſt I was hurried te the 


linger thus, thought I, between deſpair and 
hope ? Is it not better, ſaid Ito myſelf, to put 
a period to this wretched life, and to Ng thei 
truth of thing? | 

Upon this, I took a reſolution to defiroy 
myſelf, and in order thereunto, went out one 
morning to an adjacent wood, where 1 in- 
tended to act this bloody tragedy, which, 20 


1 was about to perpetrate, methought I heard 
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ſeeret whiſper, ſaying, O Eperetus, plunge 
thyſelf in everlaſting miſery, to gratify thy 
I's wer enemy; . that fatal ſiroke "thou art 
put to give ſeals. up thine own damnation ; for. 
there be a GOD, as jure there is, hetu can 
hope For mercy from him, when you'thus 
fully deſtroy his image From - whence this 
Eret whiſper came IJ know not, but do be- 
ve it was from God; for I am ſure it came 
ith ſo much power it made me fling away 
> joſtrament with which I had defigned 'to 
er violence to my own life, and ſhewed me 
a moment the wickedneſs thereof, The 
brror of this barbarous intention ſet all my 
ints a trembling, that 1 could hardly ſtand; 
d ther the fatal precipice of my deſigned 
ſtruction was repreſented to me ia that 
ghrful view, that I could not but acknow- 
ige my deliverance to be the work of ſume 
viſible or ſpiritual Power, that came ſo ſea- 
theably to my reſcue, and gratitnde ubliged me 
return him thanks ; fo 1 kneeled down upon 
> ground, and faid, e 
PU o thou inwiſible eternal Power ! which, tio? 
the/cen by man, beholdeſt all his ations, and who 
not withheld me from the defacing of thine 
O\page, I give thee humble thanks : Yer, O thou 
neBvereign- Being of all beings. I give thee thanks 
1-Bat I am fill alive, and able to acknowledge 
ere is fuck a being: O do not hide thyſelf 


com behelding, in ſuch thick clouds of dark- 


— * 
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f 155 but let the Sun of Glory Spine wwe: mt, 4 
chaſe aavay the blackneſs of my benighted jo 
that I may never more queſtion thy being or om 
potence, which I baus had this moment. fo gn 
_ experience of, 


Then riſing from my knees, ] went and | 


me down upon a bank, my mind being grea 


taken vp with the adoriog thoughts. of th 
Eternal Goodneſs that had ' ſo eminently ſay 


me from the- dreadful gulph of everlaſting ru 
when I was juſt going to plunge myſelf j 
it, And now methought I could not but 
mire that I ſhould be fo ſottifh to call in queſti 
the being of a Deity, which every creature 
witneſs of, and which a man's on conſcient 
more than a thouſand nnn os not 
dictate to him. 

Now, whilſt my thoughts were taken 
with theſe. meditations, as I ſat upon 
bank, I was ſuddenly ſurronnded with a g 
rious light, the exceeding brightneſs: where 
was ſuch as I had never ſeen any thing like 
before. This both ſurprized and amazed m 
and, whilſt IJ was wondering from whence 


came, I faw coming towards me a gloric 


appearance, repreſenting the perſon of a m 
but circled round about with lucid beams 
inexpreffible light or glory, which ſtrean 
from him all the way he came; his. coun 
nance was very awful, and yet mixed wi 
* an air * ſweetneſs as rendered it 
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a pleaſing, and gave me ſome ſecret 


pes be Lame not to me as an enemy; and 
et I knew not how to bear his bright appear- 
nce ; and endes vouring to ſtand upon my feet, 
ſonn found | had no more ſtrength in me, and 
2 fell flat down upon my face; but, by the 
ind aftiftance of his arm, I was ſoon ſet upon 
y feet again, and new ſtrength. was put into 
4 - which 4 toon perceiving, addreffed my- 
elt to the bright form before me, ſaying, O my 
rining Deliwerer, who haſl invigorated my feeble 
ody, and reflored me 10 new life,  haw ſhall I 
uknowl:dge my thankfulneſs? and in wy man- 
ner [alk I adove thee 2 | 

To which he replied, both with an air of 
majeſty and mildneſs, Pay thy adorations to the 

luthor of thy being, and not to me, who am thy 
fellow-creature ; and am ſent by him, whoſe very 
being thou haſt ſo lately denied, to flop thee from 
Falling into that eternal ruin whereinto thou 

ert going to precipitate thyſelf. 

This touched my heart with ſach a ſenſe of 
my own unworthineſs, that my ſoul even melted 
within, and I could not forbear crying ont, 0 
how utterly unworthy. am 1 of all this grace 
and merevd _ 

To which the heavenly” meſſenger renting. | 
The Divine Majeſy does not conſult, in ſue wing 
mercy, thy unworthineſs, but his own un- 


Wounded goodneſs and incomprehenſible love : He 


aw with how much malice the grand enemy af 


* 
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Hul, defired thy ruin, and let him go on with 
hopes. of overcoming thee, but ſtill itpheld they 
by his ſecret power ; through which, when Sa. 
tan thought himſelf 'moſt ſure, the ſnare is bro. 
ken, and thou art eſcaped. Theſe words made 
mie break forth i in this Se Res 4 


0 who ods of this g eat love can tell, 
To ſave a tempted ſinking ſoul from hell 
O glory, glory to my Saviour's name, 

I' now t rough. all eternity roclaim © 
Who, when I on the brink of. ruin Iay, 


Sav'd me from him who would my ſoul betray : 
And now I know, tho* I no God would own, 
The LORD i is GOU; yea, He is 2 alone! 


, L * 


Ang. 'W | Well, ſaid this hedveiny viſitor, with 


a pleaſing countenance, lat you may never 
doubt any more of the reality of eternal things, 
the end of my coming to you 4, to convince you 
of the truth of them, not by 'faith only, but by 
"fight alſo: For I will ſhew you ſuch things as 
were never yet beheld by mortal eye; and to that 
end, your eyss ſhall be flrengthened, and made 
fitting to behold immaterial objetts. 
At theſe ſurpriſing words of the angel [ was 
much aſtoniſhed, and doubted how | ſhould'be 
able to bear it, and ſaid ro him, 
O, my Tord“ who is ufft: ien to bear fuch 
a fight? © 
To which he replied, Phe joy of the Lord 
ſhall be your ſirength. And when he had ſaid 


Inos, hen took bold of me, and ſaid, Fear nos, 


. or. I am nt to ſhew thee things thou. haſt-not. 

en: And before I was aware, I found myſelf 

br, Dir above the earth, which ſeemed. to me a 
ery ſmall and inconſiderable Point, in com- 


pariſon of that region of lights into which I 
vas tranſlated. 


/ 


ot offend my Lord, if 1 alt a ns or tWo 
þf thee, 


To which he Wie Speak on: it 10 my 


vork to inform thee of futh things which thou 
alt inquire of me; for I am a minĩſtering ſpi- 
it, ſent forth to miniſter to thee, and to Sup 
hat ſhall be heirs of falvation. ' 

[ then: ſaid, I would fain be e e ber 
hat dark ſpot, ſo far below me, is; which grew 
eſs and leſs, as I was mounted higher and 
igher,” and appears much darker ſince” came 
nto this region of light. 

That little ſpot, anſwered my 9 


hat world of which you was fo lately an in» 
abitant: Here you may ſee how little all that 
vorld appears, for à ſmall part. of which fo 
any da unweariedly labour, and lay out all 
heir ſtrength and time to purchaſe it. This 
s that ſpot of earth that is cantoned and ſub- 


25 ivided into fo many kingdoms, to purchaſe | 
7 dne of which ſo many horrid and nefarious 
pf x. illainies, ſo many bloody and unnatural mur- 
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Then I ſaid to — bright conductor, 0 let it 


hat now looks ſo dark and contemptible, is 
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16 INTRODUCTION. 
ders have been committed. Yea, this is that 
ſpot of earth, to obtain one ſmall part whereo 
o many men have run the hazard of loſing, 
nay, have aQually loſt, their precious and 
immortal ſouls; fo precious, that the Prince 
of Peace has told us, That though one man 
could gain the whole, it could not countervaill 
Jo great a loſs. And the great reaſon of their 
folly is, becaufe they do not look to things 
above: For, as you will obſerve, as you 
aſcended nearer to this region, the world ap- 
red ſtill leſs, and more contemptible ; and 
o it will do to all who can, by faith, once 
get their hearts above it. For, could the ſon 
of men below but fee the world juſt as it is, 
they would not covet it as they now do: But 
they, alas! are in a ſtate of darkneſs; and, 
which is worſe, they love to walk therein. Fot 
though the Prince of Light came down among 
them, and plainly ſhewed them the true Light 
of Life, (which, by his miniſters, he ſtill con- 
tinues) yet they go on in darkneſs, and will noi 
bring themſelves into the light, becauſe thei 
deeds are evil. | 8 
Epenetus. I aſked him further : What were 
thoſe multitudes of black and horrid forms, 
that hover in the air above the world, which | 
indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, bu 
that I ſaw, as you paſſed by, they fled ; perhap 
as not being able to abide that brightneſs with 
Wuhich you are arrayed ? 7? EE OT 
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Ang. To. this ke anſwered me, They were 


he fallen and apoſtate ſpirits, which for their 
pride:and their rebellion were caſt down from 


that 
ereo 
ling, 


andpeaven, and wander in the air by the decree 
inceſſWbf the Almighty, being bound in chains of 
man arkneſs, and kept unto the judgment of the 


Vat 
heirffWnitted ro deſcend into the world, both for 
ingsMhe trial of the ele, and for the condemna- 
youlMion of the wicked. And though you now 
ap- Nee they have black and horrid forms, yer were 
andi bey once the ſors of Light, and were arrayed 


once n robes of glorions brightneſs, like what yon 
ſon ee me wear. The loſs of which, nigh it 
t i, Was the effect of their own wilful fin, fills them 
BufWwith rage and malice gainſt the ever-bleſſed 


and, od, whoſe power and majeſty they fear and 
ForWhate; but having loſt their innocence and glo- 
ng. they fly thoſe ſpirits that have kept their 
ight ſtation, and fill continue their öbedience to 
con- heir great Cre:itor; in which they are con- 
noſirmed by the bleſſed Son of Gd. 


hei 
onductor, have they no hopes of being recon- 
iled to God again, after ſome tern — one, 
vr at leaſt ſome of them? ' 

Ang. No, not at all, ſaid he; they are loft 
or ever: They were the firſt that' ſinned, 


x ere 
rms, 
ch | 
but 
hap 
2 once caſt. don from heaven. Beſ es the 
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great day. And from thence they are per- 


Epen. But, tell me, ſaid I, 0 N ener : 


and had no tempter, and they were all at 


INTRODUCTION: 


Son of God, the bleſſed Meſſiabh, by whon 
alone ſalvation can be had, took not upon 

him the angelic nature, but left the apoſtat 
angels all to periſh, and only took upon hin 
ſelt the ſeed of Abraham. And for this rea 
ſon they have ſo much malice againſt the ſon 
of men, whom it is a torment to them to ſei 
made heirs of heaven, whilſt they are doomelh 
to hell. Br h 

By this time we, were got above the ſun 
whoſe vaſt and glorious body, above an hung 
dred times far greater than the earth, move 
round the great expanſe, wherein it was placed 
with ſuch a mighty ſwiftneſs,. that to relate i 
it would appear incredible. But my conf 
ductor told me, this mighty immenſe hang 
ing globe of fire was one of the great work 
of God, and of ſo ſwift a motion, it move 
above an hundred thouſand miles in that ſmal 
ſpace of time we call an hour. And yet it 
always keeps its conſtant courſe, and ney 
has the leaſt icregularity in its diurnal, ar it 
annual motion; and fo —_— glorious 
in its body, that had not my viſive faculty 


been greatly ſtrengthened, I could not have 
| beheld it: Nor vere thoſe mighty globes of 
fire, we call the fixed ſtars, leſs wonderful; 
whoſe vaſt and extreme height, ten thouſand 
leagues at leaſt above the ſun, makes them 
appear like candles in our fight, though ever 
one of them exceeds in magnitude the body 


om . 
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f the earth: And ſhould but one of thaſe 


inders in a moment: and yet they hang 
ithin their ſpheres without any ſupport, in 
pure ſea of æther, ſo thin, and of fo great 


reated them could keep them in their ſtation. 
Epenetus. Theſe words are enough, ſaid I 
o my conductor, to convince any one of 


ſun dhe great power of their much more adoralle 
hun{W-rcator, and of the blackneſs of that infideli- 


y which can call in queſtion: the being of. a 


Oved 

.cdMPcity, who has given the whole world ſo 
te ivany bright evidences of his power and glory, 

con that were not men like beaſts, ftill looking 

ang Aoνπ.ards, they could not but acknowledge his 


great power and wiſdom, | „„ 
Ang. You ſpeak what is true, replied he, hut 
ycu ſhall ſee far greater things than theſe : 
Theſe are all but . ſcaffolds and out works 
to that 8 building wherein the bleſſed 
above inhabit ; hat houſe not made with hands, 


be given you. 


veT 


aſt bodies fall, it would burn the world to 


enuity, that nothing but his word that fiſt 


eternal in the h:avens A view of which (as 
far you are capable to comprehend it) ſhall now 


1j 


— 


— 


C 


THE GLORY THEREOF.” 


H AT 1 bad been told ß my con 
RAG I found good in a few moments 
for | was preſently tranſlated into the glo- 
_ rious manſions of the dleſſed; and faw ſuch 
things as it is impoſfible to repreſent, and heard 

that raviſhing melodious harmony that I can 
_ never utter: Well, therefore, might the be- 
8 5 — Apoſtle St. John tell us in his epiſtle, 
Now are we the ſons of God; and it does net 
yet appear what we falt be! Whoever has 
not ſeen that glory, can ſpeak but very im- 
perfectly of it; and they that have, canhot 
tell the thouſandth part of what it is. And, 
therefore,” the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
who tells us he had been caught vp into Pa- 
radiſe, where he had heard unſpeakable words, 
which are not poſſible for a man to utter, gives 
us no other account of it, but that Zye has 
not ſeen, nor ear has heard, nor has it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive the things that 
GOD. has laid up for thoje that love him. But 
I will give you the beſt account I can of w hat 
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aw and heard of the diſcourſes I had with 
ze of the bleſſed, as near as I can remem- 


J, 


When I was firſt brought near this glorious. 
lace, I ſaw innumerable hoſts of bright at- 
dants, who welcomed me into that bliſsful 
it of happineſs, having in all their counte- 
Inces an air of perfect joy, and of the high- 
ſatisfaction. And there I ſaw that perfect 
d unapproachable light, that aſſimulates all 
nts {Wings into its own nature; for even the ſouls 
gl. che glorified ſaints are tranſparent and dia- 
ſuchonous. Neither are they enlightened by the 
arg" or any created luminaries; but all that 
. ht, that flows with ſo much tranſparent 
be. Figbtneſs throughout thoſe heavenly manſions, 
gie. nothing elſe but emanations of the Divine 
lory; in compariſon of which the light of the 
in is but darkneſs; and all the luſtre of the 
oſt ſparkling diamonds, the fire of carbuncles, 
pphires, and rubies, and the orient brightneſs 
the richeft pearl, are but dead coals in com- 
ariſon to its glory: and therefore called The + 
hroue, of the Glory of Cod, wherein the radiant 
fre of the Divine Majeſty is revealed in the 
oft illuſtrious manner. „ 70 
The ineffable Deity, exalted on the high 
rone of his glory, receiving the adora- 
on of myriads of angels and ſaints, ſigg- 
g forth eternal hallelujahs and praiſes to 
im, was too bright an object for mortality 
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to view. Well may he, therefore, be calle 
Phe God of Glory, for by his glorious preſent 
he makes heaven what it is; there being rive 
of pleaſures perpetually ſpringing from the I 
vine Preſence, and conciliating cheerfulneſ 
joy, and ſplendor, to all the bleſſed -inhabi 
tants of Heaven, the place of his happy reſ 
dence, and ſeat of his eternal empire; where 
the Divine Majeſty diffuſes the richeſt beams 0 
his goodneſs and glory, and in which his choſ- 
ſaints and ſervants ſee and praiſe his for ever 
adorable excellencies. 

For my o part, my viſive faculty was f 
far too weak to bear the leaſt tranflucid ra 


mot from that everlaſting ſpring of light an 


glory which ſat upon the throne, that I w: 
forced to cry to my conductor, The ſight of f 
much glory is too great for frail mortality t 
bear; yet is it fo refreſhing and delightful, that 
I fain would behold it, thovgh I die. 
Ang. No, no, ſaid my conductor, dent 
enters not within this blefſed place: Here liſe 
and immortality reſide; nor fin, nor ſorrow 
here have aught to do: For it is the glory of 
this happy place to be for ever freed from all 
that is evil; and, without that exemption, ont 
bleſſedneſs even bere would be imperfect. But 
come along with me, and Iwill bring thee to 
one that is in the body, as thou art; with him 
converſe awhile, till I diſpatch another mi- 


— 


me ſtay here; for here is no need of build- 
tabernacles; ; the heaveyly manſions are here 
vid dy fitted. - 

ere * which my tining mabenger replies F Here 
cnn 2while thou ſhalt be fixed for ever; but the 
ine will firſt muſt be obeyed.— 

Swift as a thought, he preſently conveyed 
eve through thouſands'of thoſe bright and wing- 
ſpirits, and then preſented me to that il- 


7 VISIONS. OF HEAVEN. Z 23 
ea uon, and then 1 will re. conduct thee back 

. zin. x + . 
ph Epen. O rather, falt 7 with lame eagerneſi ; 


t and gone; and yet methought I knew 
at firſt ſight as well as if we had DR gan- 


of 6 mporaries. 
1 Aug Here's one (faid my canductor to El- - 
chal) who by the commiſſion from the Imperial 


rone has been permitted to furyey theſe 


neſs conſiſts. - /_ 
Elijah. That, ſays the prophet, I ſhall gladly 


ling his praiſes, and ſerve him with the 
mbleſt aderation, ſaying, Bleſſing, and ha- 


ts upon the throne; and to. the Lamb for evir 


_ 


ſttious ſaim, the great Elijah, who taberna- 
d in the world below ſo many hundred ages 
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alms of light; and 1 have brought him hither, | 
learn from thee ae its glory and, its r- | 


£ 
1 ; 
* 
F — 
* * 0 4 
” d - 


d; for it is cur meat and drink in theſe bleſſed . 
gions to do the will of God and the Lamb, 


urs and glory, and power, be unto him that 
id ever; For he has re dc emed ns to God by his 


9 VISTONS OF HEAVEN. | 
bird, out of every kindred and tongue, and 
ple and nation, and mad? us unte our Ged hi 
and prieſts : Even fo, Amen. And I likey 
added my Amen to that of the holy prophet, 
The prophet then enquired of me, on 
account this great permifſion and privilege 
given to me? (by which I underſtand the fai 
in Heaven are 1grerant of what is done 
earth; how then can prayers be directed 
them 7) 8 5 ; NN e 

I then rehearſed what I have here ſet down 
way of introduction: At which the holy p 
phet broke forth into this exclamation: 
Elijah. Glory for ever be a/cribed to him i 
fits on the throne, and to the Lamb, for his 
| bounded goodneſs, and great condeſeenſion, to! 
aveakneſs of a poor doubting inner !A 
which he ſaid, Now give attention to wha 
ſhall ſpeak. And then he thus began: 
Elijah. What you have ſcen and het 
already, I am ſure you never can relate fo 
to make it underſtood : For it is beyond w 
eye hath ſeen, or ear hath heard, or . 
the heart of man is able to conceive; I mt 
of thoſe not yet tranſlated to this glorid 
fate, nor freed from their groſs element; 
bodies: Nor is my being in the body be 
any objection to what I now aſlert ; for thou 
it has not been ſubjet to the common 
of mortals, death, yet has it - ſuffered ſuch 
change as has been in ſome ſenſe equivalk 


VISIONS OF REAVEN. WES 7. 
ereto; for it is made both ſpiritual and im- 
zffable, and is now no more capable of any 
rther- ſuffering than thoſe bleſſed angels are 
hat compaſs round the throne: And yet in 


is conſummate ſtate of happineſs I cannot 


2 
cd hi 
likes 
het. 
n vi 


ege iter all that I enjoy; nor do I know what 
e ſai all be yet enjoyed, for here our happineſs is 
one DEW. f xẽ tm“ po ons . 
cted i Erenet. I then r:queſted of the bl. ſſed pro- 


het a little to explain himſelf, becauſe I un- 
erſtood not how happineſs could be coaſum- 
ate, and yet admit of new additions; for, 
n the world below, we generally think that 
hat is conſummate is completely finiſhed. 
humbly hope, faid I. what I ſhall ſay may 
ot be taken as the effect of a vain curioſity, 
dut that my underſtanding may be cultivated, 
hich yet retains but dark ideas of theſe hea- 
enly things. | | 


Own! 


ly p 


m 11 


his 


o .confirm your wavering faith, is the chief 
eaſon of your being brought hither, through 

rmiſſion of the great Three One; and 
herefore I would have you ſtill, as any doubt 
ariſes in your breaſt, to make it known. But 
Ws to that which you object, that happineſs 
annot be conſummate, and yet admit of 
ew additions, I muſt tell yon, that when 
the ſoul and body both are happy, as mine 
now are, I count it a conſummate flate of 


Elijak. To ſatisfy yous doubting ſoul, and 
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- happineſs : For, 'through all the innumeral 
ages of eternity, 1t is the ſoul and body joint 
together in the bleſſed reſurrection-ſtate, th 
ſhall be the continued ſubject of this happineſ 
But in reſpect of the bleſſed object of it, whic 
is the ever- adorable and bleſſed God, in who 
beatifical viſon this happineſs conſiſts, it is f. 
ever new; For the divine perfections being 1 
finite, nothing leſs than eternity can be ful 
cient to diſplay their glory, which makes on 

happineſs eternally ' admit of new addition 

and by a neceſſary eonfequence. our knowled 
of it ſhall be eternally progreſſive tob.— 
And therefore it was not without reaſt 
that the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, (who 
in the days of his mortality, was once ad 
mitted hither as you are) affirmed, Eye hai 
net ſcen, nor kath ear heurd, nor can it ent 
into the heart of man to Conceive. tat Gt 
hath prepared for them that love him. Ani 
yet the eye harh ſeen many admirable thing 
in nature; it hath ſeen mountains of eryfta] 
and rocks of diamonds, it bas ſeen mines d 
gold, and coaſts of pearl and ſpicy iflands 
and yet the eye, that hath ſeen fo many won 
ders in the world below, could never ' pr 
into the glories of this triumphant ſtate. Ane 
though the ear of man hath heard many de 
lightful and harmonious ſounds, even all that 
art and nature could ſupply him with, ye 
has he never heard the heavenly melody which 


— 
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ere both ſaints and angels make before the 


ner ai rone. And as the eye hath. not ſeen, nor 
Joiner heard, ſo neither can the heart of man con- 
„ thieive them; and yet the heart of man (che 
pineſhiefeſt work of the all- wiſe Creator in that 
whidhicrocoſm) is of ſo fine, and curious a com- 


1 oſure, that it can almoft conceive any thing 
is Mat either is, or was, or ever ſhall be in the 


ng World below; yea, what ſhall never be. Man 
fue conceive that every ſtone on earth, ſhalt be 


lechuning ed He can conceive, | that every 


article of daſt ſhall be turned into filver, and 


reaſolie whole earth into a maſs of pure -refined 
(whoWold : He can conceive. the air to be turned 
e a0 nto a cryſtal, and every ſtar adyanced into a 
wa arge and glorious. than what he now beholds 


t: And yet this is infinitely ſhort of what the 
igh eternal Majeſty (who is incomprehenſible 
a all his works of wonder) hath here prepared 
or all his faichful followers, 8 | 
But that you may retain, added; the prophet, 
he beſt idea of our happineſs, I here will 
briefly repreſent- unto you (for ages. ſpent in 
his delighttul- theme would ſcarce ſuffice to 
ell it you at large) what it is thoſe bleſſed 
ouls, Who, through the glorious purchaſe of 
Por bright Redeemer, are brought hither, are 
cre delivered from; And for your better un- 


| VISIONS OF HEAVEN. | 
derftanding it, I ſhall endeavour to confott 
my words to your capacity, by the comparing 
things that are here above to what you knoy 
below, although your eyes have told you how 
infinitely heavenly things tranſcend whatever 
can be found on earth. And in the ſecond 
place, I ſhall repreſent (as far as your capacity 
will bear it) what is that happineſs the bleſſed 
ed ot oe od SRL ar SY 

” Firſt then, the ſouls of all the bleſſed 
here are freed for ever from whatſoever it 1; 
can make them miſerable ; the chief of which, 
you are not ignorant, is fin: It is only that 
which brings the creature into miſety, and 
entails it on him. The bleſſed God, at firſt, 


made all things happy; all like himſelf, who 


is ſupremely ſoz and had not fin defaced the 
beauty of Heaven's workmanſhip, angels not 
men had never known what is meant by mi-. 
fery. It was fin threw the apoſtate angel: 
down into bella and ſpoiled the beauty of the 
lower world: It wzs fin defaced God's image 
in man's ſoul, and made the lord of the crea- 
tion a ſlave to his own luſt; and, by ſo do- 
ing, plunges himſelf into an ocean of eter- 
nal miſery, from whence there is no redemp- 
tion: And ſure it is an invaluable mercy, that 
in this happy place all the inhabitants are 
freed, for ever freed, from fin, through the 
blood of our redeeming Jusus: Yo when 


| bleſſing, honour, power, glory, and eternal 
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raiſes, be aſcribed for ever. Below, the beſt 
nd holieſt ſouls groan underneath the. burthen 
f corruption: Sin cleaves. to all they do, and 
ads them captive oft- times againft their wills. 
Fo ſhall deliver me, bas been the cry of many 
God's faithful ſervants, - who at the ſame 
me have been dear to. Jeſus. Sin is the heavy 
og of. ſaints themſelves, while they are em- 
odied in corrupted fleſh 5 and therefore when 
ey lay their bodies down, their ſouls are like 
bird looſed from its cage, and with an hea- 


ring 
now 
how 


ond 
aClty 


elle 
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it is 

ich, enly vigour mount up to this bleſſed region, 
that ume over fin, with which below they ſtil] 
and{aintained a combat. But here their warfare 


at an end, and Death is fwellowed up in 
ickory. Here their bright ſouls, that were be- 
w-Jeformed and ſtained by fin, are by the 
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er-bleſſed Jeſus preſented to the eternal Father, 
ithout ſpat. af wrinNec 2 oi pie as ls 
But, ſecondly, As here the bleſſed ſouls: are 
eed from ſin, ſo are they likewiſe from all 
caſions of it; which is a great addition to 
r happineſs. Adam himſelf in Paradiſe, tho 
was in his firſt creation perfectly innocent, 
d free from ſin, yet was he not freed from 
mptations to it, which was his great unhap- 
neſs: Satan got into Paradiſe to tempt him, 
d he too fatally yielded to his temptations: 
e eat of the forbidden fruit, and fell; and 
his fall, the e and conſe- 
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quently his poſterity, all are corrupted : Sin; 
like a gangrene, having eat into the human 
nature, and corrupted all mankind. | 
And that corruption which every mortal 
harbours in his breaſt, is a moſt dangerous, 
and oft - times prevailing tempter: But here 
each bleſſed ſoul is likewiſe freed from this, 
No devil here can tempt them, nor no cor: 
ruption enter: Nothing but what is pure and 
holy can find admiſſion here: No ily ſup: 
geſtions from that apoſtate ſpirit can moleſt 
us here: That roaring lion, that below 1s in 
a conſtant motion, ſti} traverſing the earth, 
and ſeeking whom he may devour, is, wit) 
reſpect to us in this bleſſed region of life and 
immortality, bound faſt in everlaſting chains, 
and ſhut up fafe in an infernal priſon, doomdl 
to the vengeance of eternal fire. Nor ſhal 
the world which by the fall of man has Io 
its beauty, and is degenerated into a ſhop d 
emptineſs and vanity, and does by its bewitc! 
ing charms and falſe allurements draw thou 
ſands to perdition) be any more a tempter ti 
thoſe bleſſed foul:, whe have through fait 
and patience overcome its wiles, and arrive 
ſafely here. As &rong as its temptations Aid 
allurements are to ſaints themſelves, who an 
ſtill militating with it in the world below, w 
that are here poſſeſſed of heavenly manſions 
look with eomtempt on all terrane enjoy ments 
We here are got above the world, and all th 
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t can tempt us with; and through the blood 
of our 3 Jeſus, have got the victory 
ver it, as theſe bfight palms we bear do evi- 
jence. There is nothing here that can di- 
turb our peace; but an eternal calm crowns 
11 our happineſs, being freed from fin and 
ll temptations to it. And as a conſequent 
ereof, | e 3 
Thirdly, We here are freed from the ef- 
ects of ſin, and that is puniſhment; which 
hoſe that are confined to the dark regions of 
ternal miſery are ever groaning under, as that 
vhich they cannot bear, and yet as that which 
hey muſt ever ſuffer, - It was fin that uſhered 
death into the world below, and, by Heaven's 
high decree, is the juſt wages of it, as every” 
jortal ſinds: But through the conqueſt of 
he Prince of Life, the Lamb of God, ſlain 
from the world's foundation, who, by his 
lying, overcame both, death and him that 
ad the power thereof, tis: devil inn 
ver fin, death, and hell; fin, death, and hell, 
are baniſhed hence for ever: Fot which eternal 
ſongs of praiſe and triumph 'are ever rendered 
6 lis holg b 8 
Theſe are the things (continued the great 
prophet) we are in this bleſſed ſtate delivered 
from; and yet theſe make up_ but the leaſt - 
part of the happineſs of Heaven: Our joys - 
are poſitive as well as privative, and what 
thoſe arc I now proceed to ſhew you, | 


— . 3 
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I. We here enjoy the Beatific Viſion, thi 
bleſſed ſpring and eternal ſource of all out 
happineſs : But what this is, I can no mor 
declare than finite creatures comprehend in. 
finity ; only we find that it continually irradi. 
ates our underſtandings, and fills our ſoul 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and 
with a love ſo flaming, that nothing but the 
bleſſed Author of it can ſatisfy, nor noteternity 
itſelf can terminate; It is the refleQing bright. 
neſs of the Divine Preſence, and tranſcend- 
_ ently... glorious emanations of his goodneſs, 
that is the life of our lives, the ſoul of our 
ſouls, and the heaven of heavens; and that 
which makes us live, and love, and ſing, and 
praiſe for ever; and which-. transforms our 
fouls into his blefſed likeneſs. Ihe ſaints 
below, whilſt they are travelling towards this 
bleſſed country, are in their pilgrimage ſop- 
ported by his everlaſting. arms, by which they 
are enabled to go from grace to grace: But we 
that are - ſafe landed on the haven of eternal 
bappineſs,. are changed from glory unto glory, 
even by the Spirit of the Lord, But to bring 
things nearer to your underſtanding, by this 
- +, beholdipg of God's face, we have a-real par- 
. : ticipation and enjoyment of his love, and his 
_ | blefied ſmiles make glad our ſouls, and in his 
_ . favour we rejoice continually ; for in his favour 
1s life. And then by this bleſſed viſion of 
God, we come to know him above whatever 
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tie did below ; for it is a fight of him that i- 
our di ates our underſtandings, and gives ut the 

Dore // of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

in-, Jeſus Chrift : So that, though it be im- 

adi. Moſſible to comprehend the Divine Majeſty, {for 

ou bo car find out the Almighty to Fort ) yet 
ande have here a perfect apprehenſion of his na- 
the te and divine attributes. „ 


nity 11. We have here not only the Beazific Vifon, 
ght- hereby we fee God as he is, but we have a 


end- Mal enjoyment and fruition of him; and thereby 


els, Nome to be united to him, and to live in him, 
our nd he in us; whereby we come to be par- 
that Wiers of the Divine Nature, which ſhines forth 
and Wh us with a reſplendent brightneſs. In the 


Our 


ints p bis ordinances; but here we all enjoy him 
this Wice to face: Below, the ſaints enjoy God 
ſop- I meaſure; but here we enjoy him with- 


hey Hut meaſure : There they have ſome fips of 
We Wis goodneſs; but here we have large draughts 
rnal Niereof, and ſwim in the boundleſs ocean of 
vr, Wappineſs : Below, the ſaints' communion with 
ing Pod is many times. broken off, and diſcon- 
this Wrnucd ; but here we have an uninterrupted 
i joyment of God, without intermiſſion or ceſ- 
his Wition, JFF ; 5 
his III. Here we enjoy the perfection of all 
oe race: in the world below the ſaints fee but 
of ſh part, and know but in part ; but here, thar 
ver hich is perfect being enjoyed, that which is 


'orld below the ſaints do indeed enjoy Gd 


n 


— — —— ———j— => te — 


* 


34 VISIONS OF HEAVEN. 
1pperfeR is done away: Below, love is mixe 
with fear, and fear hath torment ; but here 
love is perfect, and perfect love caſieth out fear 
Here we love the bleſſed God more than our 
ſelves, and one another like ourſelves: We hen 
are all the children of one Father, and all oy 
brethren are alike dear unto us: Below, ourloy 
was ſtill divided, and run in ſeveral channels 
but here our love has but one ſtream, and cen 
tres in the ever-bleſſed God, the fountain 0 
our happineſs. Our knowledge likewiſe in th 
world below was very imperfect, ſeeing bu 
_ darkly, as through a broken mirror :, but hen 
we fee God as he is, and ſo come to know hin 
as we are known. Our joy is likewiſe here it 
its perfection; in the world below it was in 
terrupted by ſorrow and fighing, and it wa 
neceſſarily ſo, for where there is ſin, there wil 
be ſorrow : But here all ſin (the cauſe of for 
row) being done away, all ſorrow. (the effed 
of fin) ſhall likewiſe ceaſe: Nay, our very ſor: 
row for fin, when upon earth, does (throug| 
the bounty of our blefſed Redeemer) give ai 
acceſſion to our joy now we are here. 
IV. Here we have our capacities enlarged 
according to the greatneſs of the ohjects wi 
have to contemplate; whilſt we were in thi 
world below, no light could ſhine into ou 
minds, but through the windows of our ſenſes 
and therefore it was that the bleſſed God v. 
pleaſed to condeſcend to our capacities, and Me 
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dapt the expreſſions of his Majeſty to the nar- 
wneſs of our imaginations: But here, the 
-velation of the Deity is much more glorious, 
ad our minds are clarified from all thoſe 
arthly images that flow through the groſs 
hannels of the ſenſes. Below, our pureſt con- 
options of God were very imperfect; but here 
e gold is ſeparated from the droſs, and our 
onceptions are more proper and becoming 
1 tue ſimplicity and purity of God. Below, the 
bjects of glory were humbled to the percep- 


e raiſed and refined, and made the ſubjects of 
ory. Now, therefore, that the divine light 
3 Wines with direct beams, and the thick cur- 
ins of fleſh are fpiritualized and tranfparent, 
e ſoul enjoys the ' cleareſt viſions of God. 
e now ſee what we before believed of the 
orious nature of the ever-bleffed God, his 


ſor erees and counſels, his providence and dif- 
ouglWnſations. We here clearly fee, that, from 


ernity, God was ſole exiſting, but not foli- 
ry; and that the Godhead is neither con- 
fed in unity nor divided in number: thar 
ere is a ptiority dF-order, but no ſuperiority 
ong the ſacred perſons of the ineffable Tri- 
ty, but that they are equally poſſeſſed of the 
e diviue excellencies, and the ſame divine 
pire, and are equally the object of the ſame 
vine adoration. Thoſe ways of God, that 
med below unſearchable, and that we 


ons of ſenſe; but here the ſenſible faculties. © * 
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thought unlawful to enquire into, we here pe A 

_, ceive to be the product of Divine Wiſdom, witli" 
ſo much perſpicuity and clearneſs, that truſ 4. 
itſelf 1s not more evident, N 8 og 
Theſe things (added the prophet in a differen -n 

ELL 


tone) are ſome of thoſe that conſtitute our ha 
pineſs. 8 OM 
Pet all theſe things are only what relate unt 
our ſouls: But ftill the happineſs of the in 
habitants of this bleſſed region is not con 
plete, until their bodies are raiſed, and n 
united to their fouls; in which, through 11 
Divine Munificence, myſelf and the bleſſ 
Enoch do enjoy a more peculiar preferenc 
being tranſlated hither in the body, as typ 
both to the anti and peſt diluwian world, ( 
the reſurrection of the ever-adorable Son 
God, and of all the ſaints through hin 
Now, becauſe none but the great Meſſiah b. 
been actually raiſed from the dead, he bein 
the firſt fruits thereof, (for as for Enoch an 
myſelf, our bodies have not known deat 
though they have received a change equivaler 
thereto) it is, therefore, moſt difficult to d 
clare what the reſurrection ſtate ſhall be, 
being to be diſcerned in its perfection, on. 
from his glorious body, to which neither th 
of Enoch's nor mine are comparable, in reſpeſi 
to the glory thereof, though both are ſpiritu” 
bodies, of which I will now ſhow you the diff 
tin& properties. 25 N ; 


— 


1. The bodies of the bleſſed here, at the re- 
crection, ſhail be (as mine is now) '/piritua 
dies; and by your not only ſeeing, but touchs' 


leaſed to give me his hand] you may be the 
etter able to know what I mean by ſpiritual 


lloys of corruption, and made a pure and re- 
ined body, and yet a ſubſtantial one; not com- 
zoſed of wind and air, as mortals below are "pe 
oo groſsly to imagine. 

Epenet, Here I entreated the boly pronbet ta 
ear with me if I acquainted him, that I al- 
7ays uuderſtood ſpiritual as oppoſed to material, 
and, conſequently, that a ſpiritual body muſt be 
materie, and ſo not pee of belog ts 
found he was. | 
| Elijahe To this the prophet replied, That 
heir bodies were ſpiritual, not only as they 
ere purified from all corruption, but as they 
ere ſuſtained by the enjoyment of God, 
vithout avy macerial refreſhments, as mear, 
irink, ſfrep, and raiment, which were the 
F apport of our bodies below. Have you not 

ead, ſaid the prophet, that the bleſſed Jeſus, 
ter his reſurrection, appeared in his body to 
tis diſciples, when they were mer together in 
chamber, aud the doois ſhut about them x 
bich plainly evidences the tenuity thereof 


each his hand, and thruſt it into hits i. de, wits 
| D 
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ug me, (at which word the holy prophet was | 


ody.: That is, a body rarified from all groſs 


ud-yet he called to St. Thomas 10 come ant 


% 


s 
* 


— f 
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ſhows it as plainly to be ſubſtantial, The Hes. 
71fic Vifion is here what both our ſouls and bo: 
dies live upon, and are ſupported by, for ever, 
II. Our bodies in the reſurrection Sail be in. 
mortal, and incapable of dying: Below, thei 
bodies ate all mortal, dying and periſhing, and 
ſubject to be crumbled into duſt every moment: 
But here our bodies will be incorruptible, and 
freed from death fot ever; for our corruption 
here ſhall put on incorruption, and our mortaliiy 
be frwallwed up of life. „ ford 
Een. Here I defired the prophet to bear with 
me a little, whilſt I gave him an account of my 
own notions in this matter. | | 
Elijah. Say on; for I am ready to reſolve 
your doubt. 8 : PTE ge 
Epen. I have learnt, ſaid E, in the holy 
Seriptures, that immortality. is an attribute that 
belongs to God only, and not to men, eſpe- 
. cially to the bodies of men, which every day's 
experience tells us are. mortal. Therefore St. 
Paul tells Timothy, that God onLY hath im- 
mortality. 2 | 5. 3 
Elijab. When I ſay the bodies of the ble 
ſed here are immortal, I intend it of bodies in 
their raiſed ſtate, that then they are ſubjec 
unto death no more: Man, in his corruptible 
ſtate is mortal, and ſubject unto death; and 
there is nothing more evident to all that dwell 
in the world below, and even the bodies of all 


4 


thofe glorified ſouls that are here, are at this 
time kept under the power of death. But at 
he reſurrection - ſtate, when they ſhall be 


ality, it is very true; he is moſt eminently and 
eſſentially ſo ; whereas there is no creature, 
ither angel or man, that can, in that ſtrict 
enſe, be ſaid to be ſo. We are immortal 


mortal in his eſſence, and has been ſo from all 
eternity; and, in that fenſe, may well be ſaid 
ONLY to haue immortality, And therefore it 
ill not be amiſs for you to obſerve, That 


and effcntially ſo; in which reſpect it is like- 
iſe ſaid of him, That He only is boly; and 
there is none good but God; none righteous, nor 


a one merciful but He: To whom be blelling, 
nd glory, and honour, and praiſe, for ever and 
For cvermore. 2 x 8 8 


in, and that is, that ſeeing there is only your- 
ſelf and the prophet Enoch that are permitted 
in the body to be here, which you are pleaſed 


o ſay have ſuffered. a change equivalent to 


Sos — — CD — i. 10 


under the power of death, ſhall be raiſed 
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i aiſed up again, they ſhall then be immortal. 
it And as to what you urge from the Serip- 


ture, that the bleſſed God has of Y immor- © 


through his grace and favour, but God is im- 
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whatever the bleſſed God is, he is eminently 


Epen. I have one thing more to be ſatisfied 


death, but died not; what aſſurance have you 
hat the bodies of the bleſſed, that are now 


* 
— 

- 
P 

al — b * 3 — Pp 

o * - n 2 

FO <% ** r 3 : —— 

j 2 8 
— . — = 0 _ <= = he \ 
= Ty 


again? For I ſee they arc gloriouſiy bleed 
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long ſince periſned and rotted in their graves 


- Is, that the ever-bleſſed Jeſus, the ſpotleſs Lam tere 
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and happy without their bodies, and feem no 


| EV 
to have any occaſion for them, they have been 


QuUN 
orm 


"The greateſt thing that I think can be ſaid for it, ver) 


of God, who was truly and really dead, is no ere 
alive, and /ives for ever. RS. = 
Elijah. To this the prophet, interrupting me, Mort! 
. What greater proof can you deſire tha orie 
er EDT - 3 0 ine 
Epen. What I have to ſay to that, is, that the od 
body of the bleſſed Jeſus never ſaw corruption; 
and that there is no inftance of any body, that 
ever ſaw corruption, that was yet raiſed to life 
and immortality, | 4 , 
_ Elijah, To this the prophet again anſwered, 
That though it. was true there had been no ſuch 
inſtance, yet was the reſurrection of the body 
as ſure as the preſent glorification of the ſoul; 
for, as the bleſſed Jeſus died as a public perſon, 
ſo did he alſo riſe again; and therefore is ſaid 
to be the fr fruits from the dead: He is the 
head of the church, and cannot be complete 
without his body, who, in their order, ſhall be 
raiſed up to be with him for ever. The body 
ſhall be awaked out of its dead ſleep, and, as | 
was ſaying, quickened into a glorious immortal 
life: The body is an eſſential part of man 
as well as the ſoul; and though the inequality. 


be great in their holy operations, yet their... 


concurrence is neceſſary, Good actions, in 
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e world below, were indeed A by the 
ounſel and reſolution of the ſoul, but per- 
ormed by the miniſtry ot the body; and 
very grace expyſles itſelf in viſible actions 
hereby. In the forrows of repentance, tears 
ere ſupplied by the bodily eyes; and in 
hankſgivings, the tongue was uſed to break 
orth in the praiſes of God: And all the vic- 
ries over pleaſure and pain below, were ob- 
zined by the ſoul, in conjunction with the 
ody. And can you think, {taid the prophet) 
hat the Divine Goodneſs will deal ſo differently 
ith them, that the ſoul ſhould be evetlaſtingly 
appy, and the body be loſt in forgetta]- 
eſs? The one glorified in heaven, the other 
emain in the duſt? From the firit ſetting our 
n the world below, to the grave, they both 


ya the ſame race, and therefore ſhall enjoy the 
Ine reward. When the crown of rigliteouſ- 
0 els and glory ſhall be given to the bleſſed, at 


ie great day, in the view of all, both ſoul and 


ne ody ſhall eur of the konour thereof. And 
. is added the prophet is, I believe, enough 
0 d ſatisfy your doubt, as to the reſurrretion of 
iv | SCTIC 


. 
Epen. To which I replied, That I had no- 
ing further to object, in that particular, — 
ad then deſired him to go on in defcrivin;y 
e glory of the body in the reſurrection- 
ate. 5 Y 


in > D 3 


bodies of the bleſſed ſhall be immortal; but can. 
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Upon which the prophet thus proceeded : 
Elijah.” I have already told you, That th 


not, for all that, be ſo immortal as God is, wh 


lira 
is ſo eminently and eſſentially ſo, that, as youſſWre: 
well obſerved, he is ſaid oN I. y to Habe imme ure 


tality; nor yet are they immortal in the ſan ru 
ſenſe as are the bleſſed angels, who, being im. 
material ſubſtances, ar: ſo created; whereas man 
was created mortal, and has his immortality 
through the purchaſe of the bleſſed Jesus, anner 
renovation of the Divine Image. Nor is th 


3mmortality thus purchaſed for us, like that Mhea 
the apoſtate ſpirits, who are immortal too; buillifflÞſts 
it is with ſuch an immortality as brings alon ol. 


with it a greater weight of miſery. ' Their im: 
mortality is ſuch a curſe as makes them wil 
a thouſand thouſand: times that they might |! 
annihilated : But that bleſſed immortality which 
we enjoy is that which is the happinefs ofWas r 
Heaven, and therefore rightly ſtyled, a gloriu 


immortality ; and gives us an aſſurance, thalfWwhi 
zhe happineſs we now enjoy we ſhall enjoy foi B 
3 | | * atta 


ever. | 1 8 
III. Another happineſs the bodies of. th 
bleſſed here enjoy, is, That they are impaſſabl 
and ſo are made incapable of ſufferings : Ee 
low, the ſaints themſelves have oftentime 
their bodies made ſo many ſhops of miſery 
. or like an hoſpital, full of diſeaſes, which an 
the common harbingers of death; or whe 


| Y1S1ON$ OF HEAVEN» 43 
hey are not ſo, are ſomething worſe than it; 
he pains and infirmities of their bodies being 


Frable than ſuch a life. How many times are 
ven good men racked with the gout, or tor- 
ured by the ſtone, with moſt exquiſite and ex- 
Fruciating pains ? So that, though they abound 
in the fulneſs of all thoſe things that mortals 
bunt the bleſſings of the life below, yet are 
hey thereby all imbittered to them by thoſe tor- 
menting paing which have ſeized upon their 
bodies. And where this is not, but men have 
iealthy; ſtrong, and vigorous bodies, they 
often meet with other ſufferings, and are ex- 
poſed to hunget, thirſt, cold, and nakedneſs; 
hich render their lives very much uncomfort- 
able: There, many times, they are ſhut up in 
priſone, immured between ſtone walls, and are, 
as it were, buried while they are alive, and are 
as men forgotten in the world. All which con- 
ſidered, muſt needs render their bodies miſerable 
yhile below. | 1 
But, in this happy region, no ſuch evils can 
attack them: Here their condition is extremely 
different; no curſe can enter here; and ſuch 
are all thoſe things I have related, as being 
only the effects of fin. My body is inca- 
pable of ſuffering any evil, either of ſin or 
torrow ; but, on the contrary, through the 
race of the bleſſed Son of God, is now be- 
coycome a receptacle both of light and glory; 


uch as oftentimes make death much more de- _ 
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and ſo ſhall all the bodies of the ſaints be like 
wile in the reſurrection-ſtate. Which leads 
- to declare the fourth endowment with which 
bodies ſhall be ever bleſſed, Z 

IV. Another happineſs our bodies ſhal 
enjoy, in the bleſſed reſurrection - ſtate, is, 
that they ſhall be truly beautiful And this i 
none of our leaſt privileges; for below, ou 
bodies are but vile bodies, tending to-corrup- 
tion in the grave, worms gnaw and feed up 
their fleſh, and thence proceeds. a Iloathſony 
_ favour; at the beſt they are but honſes « 
clay, and their foundation is in the duſt : bu cor 
here it ſhall be otherwiſe; for the bodies of 
the ſaints ſhall be freed from thoſe innocent 
infirmities that were inſeparable from Adan 
in Paradiſe, whoſe ſoul, united to the body mii 
was the fountain of the natural ſenſitive lite, 
which being in a perpetual flux, there was 
neceſlity of continual repairs to preſerve his lik 
in vigour, Whereas, in this bleſſed flate, t 
body ſhall be ſpiritual in its qualities, and 
the principle of its life ſupported by the ſupet 
natural power of the ſpirit, without outward 
nouriſhment ; and not only ſo, but à ſub. 
ſtantial and unfading glory ſhall ſhine in 
them, infinitely above the periſhing pride 0 
this world, and the gloty of the fleth, and 
made like unto the glorivus body of Chriſter 
who will change our vile bodies, that uheyſWooue 
may be faſhioned like his glorious body ; and 
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is he will do, according to the working of that 
ighty power whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
ings to himſelf. This tranſcendent beauty, 
hich he will put upon the body, ſhall be the 
ork of his own hands; and, where Omni- 
dtence interpoſes, nothing is difficult. For 
je beautify ing of a raiſed body, and putting 
into an immortal ſtate of glory, is as eaſy to 
ze Divine Power as the firſt forming it in the 
F e 

V. Another part of our happineſs, is, that our 
dies ſpall be agile Bodies, and move with an 
conceivable ſwiftneſs. Our bodies, while be- 
w, are lumpiſh and heavy, and are as clogs to 
e ſoul ; but in the raiſed ſtate it ſhall te other- 
ays: Our bodies ſhall be like the chariots of 
minidab; and move far ſwifter than the winged 


ws in the aerial heavens. - : 
VI. Another thing, in which our happineſs 
ill very much conſiſt, is, that our bodies then 
is mine is now) ſhall. be all' pure 5 and this 
an exceeding privilege ; for though they 
ould have all the other fore-mentioned qua- 
ties, and be immortal, ſpiritual, impaſſable, 
autiful, and ſwift, yet, if they ſtill were fin- 
al, it would blemifh all the reſt, and would 
en ſpoil the happineſs we here enjoy in 
leaven, if 5 enter here. But it is far 
herwiſe; our glory is, that here our ve 
ddies ſhall be pure, and have no ſpot of ſin 
all upon them. Below, indeed, the bodies 
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this body ef death ? But here they ſhall enj 


of their Father. 


me, have I informed thee briefly wherein t 
glory and the happineſs of this bleſſed ſtate 


— > etl Cana ran 
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of the ſaints are clogged with fin, and fetten 


with temptations, which makes them to cry o 
O wretched man ! who ſhall deliver me fr 


that - bleſſed redemption of their bodies whit 
they wait for there, | : 

VII. And to conclude, the bodies of 
ſaints ſpall, in their reſurrection-ſtate, bz x 
rious bodies; 1o glorious, that they ſhall hay 
near reſemblance to the glorious body of q 
bleſſed Redeemer. And this the divine orack 
inform us, as alfo how it ſhall be wrough 
The. glorious Lamb of God, the bleſſed jeſ 
Be it is Gall change our wile and corruptible! 
dies, and make them like to his own glerious Bach 
it is by his power that the ſaints] bodies, t! 
by their being turned into corruption are /e 
in ſuch diſbonour, fall be rails in glory; 1 
in that bleſſed reſurrection- ſtate all Sine m 
bright than the ſun, in this triumphant king 


And thus, my ſon, ſaid the great prophet | 


re enjoy conſiſts. Not that herein I ha 
ſaid the thouſandth part of that which might 


further ſtill related; nor could you underſta oo 
it, if I ſhould, For there are ſome things hall . 
that we enjoy, like the white foe and i, 1 
nean name, which no one knows, but he that diſpht 
receive it, | = 
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pen. The holy prophet having made an end, 
humbly thanked him for the information 
had given me; and told him, that though 
vas incapable (clothed as I was with ſuch. 
amp. of unrefined fleſh) to underſtand all I 
heard, or utter what I ſaw, yet I had 
and heard enough for ever to convince 
both of the excellency and reality of hea- 
ly things; which, in the world below, ſo 
queſtion, and ſo few believe.—But let it. 
offend my Lord, ſaid I to the prophet, if 
fire yet further to be reſolved in ſome few 


88. 5 
Elijah, Speak; and I will endeavour to give 
| {atis factions „„ | 

Epen The firft thing, ſaid I, I would hum- 


ate is, how the bleſſed here, which are but 
ures, though thus glorified, and therefore 
* te ſtill, can have fo perfect an idea of the 


omprehenfible and infinite Three One, to 
dw him /o as we ourſelues are known, as you 
ore affirmed, or elſe it was my weakneſs to 


" "Wunderftand you ſo ? 
© %% b. In ſaying ſo I did affirm no more 
be what the ſacred oracles contain: For 
ha apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking in the 


of his fleſh to them that then inhabited 
world below, told them, they rhen ./aw 
gh a glaſs but darkly ; but that in theſe - 
Wt regions they ſhould ſee him face to face; 

then himſelt Ane but in part, but that 
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when he was once got hither, he ſhould 4; 
him even as he was known, But, my ſon, fa 

. the prophet, theſe words are not to be unde 
ſtood according to the exactneſs of the expry 
fion ; for the ſun that lights the lower wo 
may as well be ineluded in a ſmall ſpark 
fire, as the incomprehenſible and infinite G. 
may be comprehended by our finite facy 
ties: For beyond the fulleſt diſcoveries 
can poſſibly make of the Deity, there remai 


till an entire infinity of perfections, the kno 1 
ledge whereof is altogether unattainable by 1 © 
molt intelligent of all thoſe. glorious ſpiii et 
that are the bright and the continual atten f 
ants of the throne; and therefore that expn f 
ſion, As we. are known, which gave you lf P 
juſt an occaſion to inquire into the ſenſe Me 
it, is to be taken as a note of Amililude, a vit 
not of eguality : The dim light of a candle * 
truly ſhines as the bright luminary of the dier 
but not with the ſame extent and ſplend f £ 
And therefore the ſum of what I can ſay to . £ 
point is, that we have here as perfect kno leſt 
led ge of the bleſſed God. as ereated beings itt 
capable of receiving, or our own hearts e 
„„ ns : ert 
Epen. T then returned my humble thanks ee 1 


the great prophet, and aſſured him his anſvſpur 
had entirely ſatisfied me; and that I found 
was not only a deficiency of my own und: 
ſtanding that had given him that trouble, WM - 


_- 


2 — 
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Elijah. Still you miſtake the flate that I am 
n, replied the prophet; for there is no ſuch 
hing as trouble here; nor can there be; for 
he diffuſing of the knowledge of the ever- 
fleſſed God, and ſetting forth his bright eter- 
dal excellencies, and the diſplaying of his 
glory, is that which | er the bleſſed here the 
reateſt ſatisfaction and delight; and which will 
ver do ſo, throughout the numerous ages of 
ternity. „ „ 
Epen. Then, with an air of great confidence, 
told the holy prophet I had another queſtion 
et to aſk him. 5 . 
Elijab. Say on, and I will anſwer you. 
Epen. I ſaw, among the many bleſſed ſouls 
paſſed by, as my bright meſſenger conveyed 
e to you, ſome that appeared to me to ſhine 
vith greater brightneſs than the others; which 
have me a deſire to be informed whether or no 
7 be not, among the bleſſed, different degrees 
F AE 5 
Blijab. The happineſs and glory which all the 
lefſed here enjoy 15 the reſult of their communion 
ith, and love unto, the ever-blefſed God, whoſe. 
bratific Viſion here, as I have ſaid before, is the 
ernal ſpring from whence it flows. The more 
Nee ſee, the more we love; and love aſſimilates 
uur ſouls into the nature of the bleſſed object of 
nat; and thence reſults our glory: this needs muſt. 
ad bereſore make a N in the degrees thereof. 
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Not as though there were any want of love 
to God in any of the blefſed here, for that 
is impoſſible : There is not one ſoul among 
the numerous inhabitants of this bright te- 
gion, but what adores and loves the ever. Mane 
bleſſed God with all his utmoſt powers and nei 
faculties. But then it follows, that as thok 
powers and faculties are different, their low 
muſt be ſo too, and ſo their glory. Nor iz 
there any murmuring or repining in one, ty 
ſee another's glory much greater than his own; 
but God is thereby -magnified the more, a 
the eternal ſource of all their happineſs. Not 
can there be room for a thought to think 
it otherwiſe: Who can complain, when al 
the faculties of each bleſſed foul is ſo reple- 
*niſhed with the bright emanations of the 
Deity, that it can hold no more? 'The-ever- 
bleſſed God is an unbounded ocean of light tio 
and life, and joy and happineſs, ſtill filling ecei 
every veſſel that is put therein, till it can fri- 
hold. no more; and though the veſſels are o 
ſeveral ſizes, whilſt each is filled there are 
none that can complain. Beſides, each bleſſeiWor 
ſoul is here wrought up, not only ts an ac- In 
quieſcence, but even to ſuch a fſatisfaRionſWn, 
and complacency in the divine good pleaſure, i 
that all their happineſs conſiſts therein. Thus, 
though the ſtars below are each one glorious, 
yet, ſince they are of different magnitudes, 
one //ar exceeds another ftar in glory; and ſo, 
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as the divine oracles inform you, it ſhall be 
in the reſurreQion-ſtate, My anſwer, there- 
fore, to your queſtion is, that. thoſe who have 
he moſt enlarged faculties do love God moſt, 
and are thereby aſſimilated moſt into his like- 
neſs ; which is the higheſt glory Heaven can 
cive, Nor let this ſeem ftrange to you; for 
ven amongſt God's flaming minifters, the 
bleſſed angels, there are diverſities of orders, 
and different degrees of glory. And theſe, per- 
haps, were ſome of thoſe you ſaw, as you paſſed 
hither, | | 

Whilſt I was thus diſcourſing with the boly 
prophet, and with delight heard the ſolution of 
hoſe doubts that I defired to. be reſolved in, a 
ſhining form approached me, ſay ing, How “ 


thefWEpenctus Bere? 5 ; 
er- I was ſurprized to hear my name thus men- 
ghtMtioned, and turning ſuddenly about, I ſoon per- 


eived it was the noble Junius, my late deceaſed 
friend, who thus accofted me | 
Jun. Dear Epenetus, I am glad to ſee you in 
heſe bleſſed regions; but am ſurpriſed to ſee 
you here, not yet diveſted of mortality: Inſtruct 
me, friend, by what means you came hither, | 
and alſo how it was you obtained. this privilege 3 
or the unuſualneſs of ſuch a thing 1s that which 
nakes me ſo inquiſitive, — a 
Epen. I was ſo overjoyed to ſee one of my 
old acquaintance, and one with whom I had 
deen fo familiar in the world, that I affayed 


-unchanged body? | 


caſions to adore the eyer-bleſſed God, who 
through his abundant goodneſs has now delivered 


52 VISIONS or HEAVEN, 


to embrace him in my arms; which he refuſed, MW. 
telling me mildly, He had ſome time ago laid Ne 
down his body, which he had left below, reſt. a 
ing in hope until the reſurrection; and that, 
though he was ftill indeed a ſubſtance, yet it 
was an immaterial one, not to be touched by 
mortal. VVV 

But how came you, ſaid he again, more ear- 
neſtly, to be brought hither in your mortal and 


Epen. I then related to him what I before had 
ſpoken to Elijah, and told at large in the pre. In 
fixed introduction to this viſion, of my tempta- 
F I Ei = 
Jun Well, Epenetus, ſaid the noble Ju- 


nius, I ſee, then, there was need enough of; 


ſuch a lecture as I gave order to be ſet on foot 
in the poor world below, after my death, to 
evidence the being of the Deity, againit 1 
ſort of men far worſe than thoſe in hell, 
who do believe the being of a God, and 
tremble at his juſtice. But you, my friend, to 
continued he, that had ſo long made a profeſſion pri, 
of his truth, and had ſuch great experience of 
his goodneſs, that you ſhould after all be brought 
to queſtion his being and exiſtence, was, indeed, 
ſomething more than ordinary, and what I hardly 
could have ever thought, and gives me freſh oc- 


me from all thoſe ſnares the enemy of ſouls wai 
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d, aying for me; and thus preſerved me to his 
y xeavenly kingdom: bleſſed for ever be his holy 
M- ame! uy 55 

at, The bleſſed Elijah having heard what my 


friend Junius ſaid, told me, he now would leave 
de to my friend; and, ere I was aware, the 
xrophet winged away. Who having left us, I 
addrefied my ſelf thus to my noble friend: 

Epen. I could not doubt, ſaid I, my deareſt 
Junius, but that thou wert one of the bleſſed in- 


ad Nabitants of thi happy region; for ſuch a bright 
re· und flaming zeal as that which in the world made 
160 


hee ſo eminent, muſt needs meet with a ſuitable 
ward, ; : 
Jun. O Epenetu 


81 anſwered he, wert thou 


of hut once diveſted of mortality, thou wouldeſt 
oot Wave other thoughts than what thou haſt : Thou 

toßzwouldeſt then ſee how infinitely ſhort they fall 
t f meriting the leaſt reward, who in the world 
ell, Mt clow have done their utmoſt; and that it is only 


grace, free and unmerited, that brings the ſoul 
10 glory. For heaven is purchaſed, at no other 
price than that of the Redeemer's precious blood; 
of hoſe dying love, and whoſe redeeming mercy, 
ght are fo unſpeakably, fo vaſtly great, eternity will 
ed, ¶carce ſuffice to utter it. 0 | 
dil Fe. Well, ſaid I, worthy Junius | 
oc-il J. Call me not worthy, ſaid he, inter- 
vhoEopting we, for none are worthy here, but 


rediile that fits upon the throne, and the bleſ- 
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ſed Lamb of God: And to aſcribe all glory unti 
him, is here a great part of our happineſs ; for 
there are myriads of ſaints and angels round the 
throne, continually crying with. a loud, but 
yet melodious voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was ſlain to receive power, and riches, an 
wiſdom, and flrength, and honour, and glory, 
and bleſſing, No, no, (continued he) my Epe 
netns, here is no aſcribing any thing to crex. 
tures: here they that wear the brighteſt crown 
caſt them before the throne, ſayivg, Thou ar 
| worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honow 
and power. 

| Epenet, Dear Junius, u with me, ſaid [ 
: . Drs becauſe 1 am ſtill clogged with mortal. 
ty: O that I were once diveſted of it, that! 
dof thee might ſee the great Three One ! and 
ſeeing, be transformed into his likeneſs, which 
(as I have heard the bleſſed Elijah tell) is the 
completion of all happineſs. 

Jun. My dear Epenetus, replied Jonins, with 
an air compoſed of love and ſweetneſs, the 
Beatific Viſion is that which does indeed com: 
plere our happineſs, and filis onr ſouls with love 
and joy that is inexpreſlible, and which is only 
known by them that feel it. 

But yon muſt know, my ne, th 
ſtrongeſt and the moſt enlarged faculties 0 
all the bright intelligences here can bear bu 
little of thoſe radiant effluxes of Divine Glory 
they are ſo overcoming : For there is 15 
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ompariſon between the moſt capacious of 
reated beings, and the incffable glory of the | 
reat Creator, | 

Epen. O noble Junius, 1 teplied, 1 already 
elieye what you have ſaid ; But yet methinks. 

am willing to know all 1 can never know ? 
nough of, And fince I know there is no- 
ing more delightful than to be always exer- 
ſed in the diſplaying of the glory of the 
reat Author of our happineſs, deny not, deareſt | 

unius, to your friend. (for ſach you know I 
ver was and am) the ſatisfaction of hearing, 
rom your lips, the mighty wonders of Divine 
ove, that ] may join with you to ſing his 
raiſe ; diſplay thoſe myſteries of his provi- 
ence, which to the world below are all ænig- 
nas, but to your now enlarged underſtanding 
re ſeen in their true light. 

Jun. The praiſes of the Divine. Majeſty, 
D my dear Epenetus, will be the mighty ſub- 
ct of our ſong through all the ages of eter- 
ity; in Which both ſaints and angels join 
ogether, and make np one great chorus. 
\nd therefore that which you have aſked of 
ne, I will gladly undertake; that you ,may 
ee, by that which he has done, that he alone 
$ worthy of your love, and of thoſe praiſes 
e aſcribe unto him. For the moſt ardent love _ 
f all the bleſſed ſaints and angels here, is no- 
ling elſe but the reflection of his love to us: 
or he that lay in Love's own boſom, tells 
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us, Ie love him becauſe he firſl lowed ud 
Since, therefore, my dear Epenetus, the lor. 
of God to us is the foundation of our love ii 
him, let me preſeat you firſt with an idea d 
his love to us, and the advantages that win 
receive thereby, which are ſo very many, thy t 
are paſt reckouing np, the mighty ſum exce«þo: 
iog all arithinetic can count, But that 
may, as you were intimating, (et things in We! 
true light, I will fird ſhow you how moe 
we owe te his love and goodneſs, for all liv 
free and undeſerved favours vouchiafed ar 
us in the world below. — Aud, therelore, cr 
begin. In 
Firſt, In the world below, we owed until 
his coodveſs no leſs than all the goods wt 
were poſſefled of: All that we were, and 2 
that we enjoyed, was wholly awing to bin 
For it was he that made ws, and not we ourWur 
Jelves: And we were in, his hands ſo like the 
clay that is in the potter's, he might have mad ai 
us other creatures: Nay more, we wee (Wi 
much that negative from whence we were ex 
tracted, that, had he plcaſed, he might for eve 
have left us to that firſt nothing from whence 
we had our being. Needs muſt his loveWe < 
then be the firſt and original Fountaiu- ble. y 
ſing; all other bleffings being but as conduit-)an) 
pipes, by which he does convey bis love um ie: 
us; and he that ſees not through all is blind. ch 
Perhaps a man gets applauſe by his wiſdom, e! 


d, through his induſtry, he heaps up trea- 
res; but was it not from God he had that 
iſdom; and did not he both give and proſ- 


nch gave ns all we enjoyed, as he that gives 
beggar a thovſand ' pounds, gives him his 
od and raiment, and all that a thouſand 
punds' can help him to, and which. he had 
en otherwiſe without, 

Secondly, Bat then, beſides all theſe more 


any things which in the world below we 
ere delivered from, that do as much en- 
ance the value of the Divine Goodneſs to 


s, are no leſs prized by thoſe below, whom 
ant of them makes ſenſible of their true 
ue. Should 1, my Epenetus, but lead 
ur thoughts unto the gallies, and ſhow 
zu there thoſe wretched captives that lie 
ained unto their oars, expoſed to all the 
ſeries and hardſhips of a tempeſtuous ſea, 
id yet do, through the barbarous uſage that 
ey meet with en ſhore, leſs fear the ocean 
Wan any port, ſave death: Or ſhould I draw 
e curtains of ſick and dying men, and open 
you that ſad ſcene of ſorrow, on which ſo 
| 0 pine and languiſh by diſtempers, ſo very 
um ierous to be borne, that death is rather to 
ind. choſe than life: Or ſhould I bring you to 
om, e hoſpitals, and ſhow you there the various 
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er all his boaſted induſtry? Sure God as 


vious preſents of his bounty, there were 


; which, althongh perhaps leſs conſpicu- 


5 be worſe than the diſeaſe. 
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ſhapes of human miſeries, would you ny 
. iny dear Epenetus, think it a mercy win 
acknowledging, to be delivered from then 
And vught we not to prize that Diviue God 
neſs who has thus made us differ, aud fis 
vs from thoſe various ſorts of mifſeries | 
which ſo many mortals are expoſed? ! 
but ſometimes his wiſdom ſees it meet toe 
erciſe his own beloved children with Ju 
continued ſickneſs and ſharp pains, and ot 
outward great calamities: But this, my E 
netus, is ſtill a further evidence of love, a 
that he might ' preſerve them from the 
worſe contagion of their ſins, or cure them 
the evil habits which they. had contraG: 
Have you not ſeen, my Epenetus, (when in 
World below) a tender mother apply a pain 
cauſtic to the neck of her beloved infant, wit 
threatened with an apoplexy ? And have y 
not concluded from it, ſhe thinks the troul 
of an iſſue an inferior evil to convulfon fi 
So when we ſee the ever - bleſſed God, 
heavenly Father, does ſend infirmities a 
croſſes, to reſcue thuſe he loves from un 
ſin's dominiun, we ſafely may conclude, 
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| 3 | 4 
thinks affliction a far leſs evil than the gull h 
ol ſig; lince he is too wiſe and too jndulgt ing 
a phyſician to cure with ſuch a remedy as hWich 


Lou may remember, Epenetus, that G Hare 
by Moſes, gives the Iſraelites a caution, | 


* 
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ago perity (u hich is ſo apt to make men for- 
eng au but their enjoyments) ſhould. make any of 
wh ſay in their hearts, My power, and the 
a / my band haih gotten me this wealth ; 
I t on the contrary commands thern to remember 
101 e Lord their God, for it is he that gives them 


er to get evealth, And there was need enough 
ſuch a caution, for we were too apt to for- 
t that God gave us our corn, and our d ine, 
Thirdly, The Divine Goodneſs exceeding 
recommends the advantageouſneſs of his 
re to us, in that, whilſt we were below, he 
re us ſo great an earneſt of ſpiritual goods, 
d of expected joys, that made even that 
reſt large enough to ſubſiſt . we with 
mort; and which really out- valued, and 
r tranſcended all thoſe momentary pleaſures 
required us to forſake, or keep up a title to 
ernal ones. 1 

But though the mercies that the ever- 
eſſed God beſtowed upon us in the life be- 
w were both ſo many and ſo great as made 
a fit theme to praiſe him for in heaven; yet 
his love of a. more laſting date than ary _ 
ing that 'is in the lower world: It dies not 
th our bodies; nor, like the uſual cuſtom of 
ur friends below, accoinpany us to our 
aves, and leave, us: No, Epenetus, God's 
ve appears moſt bright, when our dark 
es are Cloſed; and then cleaves cloſeſt to 
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the ſoul, when ſhe forſakes the body; giv 
each bleſſed ſaint that arrives here, good grauer 
ro ſay of him, what Naomi once did of Boy 
That he hath not left off his kindneſs to the liui 
and the dead. And therefore, Now indeed (i 
our great Saviour's happy favourite) are we 
' ſons of Gods and it doth not yet appear what y 
| ſhall be: But we know, when we Mal! appet 
we ſhall be like him. And what that! is, is 19 
my preſent theme. 

It is the love of God, the ever bleſſP*! 
God, my Epenetus, that gives us this ada 
- fion into heaven: Heaven is the bright ſeat 
ſo much happineſs, that we here ſcarcely cou 
it amongſt our joys that heaven is the ſeat] 
them. And here the excellency of the thi 
that we poſſeſs does as much diſappoint « 
expectations, as in fruit ions, in the world h 
low, the emprineſs is wont to do. Fer yah" 
have already heard the Apoſtle tells ue, ? 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 0 
tered into the heart of man to conceive | 
things which God hath prepared for them Ii 
love him. And now, my Epenetus, our exp 
rience tells us ſo : Thoſe pure refined deligi 
that we efijoy, not only ſtoop not unto ſen 
but are ſublime enough even to tranſcend im 
gination. For whatſoever our fancy ford 
ed below, as the moſt perfect ideas, and md 
abſtracted notions of complete happineſs, 0 
own more happy experience is of greater, plal 
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evince, came ſhort of what we find. Hea- 
en is a ſoil, whoſe fruitfulneſs is ſo confined to 
oy, that even our diſappointments and miſtakes, 
hen in the world below, do here contribute 
> our happineſs, which does ſo much partake 
his immenſity, whoſe gift it is, that even the 
cred oracles themſelves. give but a negative 
eſcription of it ; and does not only remove our 
oughts from all that we enjoyed below, but 
es exalt them above whatever we could fancy 
ere. Nor will you wonder, Epenetus, that 
ſhould be ſo; if you will but conſider, that 
re our ' faculties arè not only gratified with 
itable and acceptable objects, but are ſo 
ightened and enlarged that our capacities are 
th increaſed and filled. You know, that in 
e world below, a child, not yet releaſed out 
the homely priſon of the womb, can there 
ve no ideas of thoſe delights, which, by the 
aling noiſes and the glittering objects that 
ll preſent themſelves to him after his birth, 
ll be- afforded him. And the ſame child, 
ſt he continues in his nonage, though he 
ay with delight look upon emblems finely 
awn and painted, yet he cannot imagine what 
aure the ſame objects will afford him, 
en age and ſtudy ſhall have ripened his in- 
lectuals, and made him capable of under- 
ding the excellent moralities couched in 
d& curious emblems. Such a- double. ad- 
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vantage, FEpenetus, among others, the admi 
ſion into theſe facred manſions, brings to 
thoſe to whom that bleſſing is vouchſafe 
For beſides that ſet of objects, if I may ſo ſpe; 
fo new and ſo peculiar to this place, that the 
ideas could never once enter into their though 
before they were admitted hither; beſides thi 
our now enlarged capacities enable us, even 
objects not altogether unknown to us befq 
to perceive things formerly undiſcerned, a 
derive thence both new and greater fſatisfaQti 
and delight. CIS ol 
Wonder not, my Epenetus, that, in deferi 
ing of theſe glorious things, I uſe expn 
fions you have not heretofore been uſed to hey 
ſince my bright theme is more above 
praifes, than this bleſſed region is above | 
earth. For though my language may ſe 
tumid and aſpiring, yet ſeeming hyperboles n 
well be uſed in the deſcription of felicii 
which makes the moſt hyperboles but ſeen 
ones: For the joys of heaven appear (like vi 
the ſtars do to the world below, by ref 
of their remoteneſs from them) extren 
little, though really in themſelves they are 
_ vaſt, that a leſs than the largeſt is much gre 
than the biggeſt object upon earth; nay, t * 
the whole earth itſelf. And therefore, Ep 
tus, I endeavour (conſidering you are | 
clothed with mortality) to give you an acc 
of heavenly things, by repreſentations tranſc 
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g what they appear to you, that I ho. wage ad 
whät they 


ire you notions leſs inferior to 
uly are. . f - 
For here, my Epenetus, the | bleſſed enjoy 
appineſs enough to rectify all thoſe miſtaken 
tions we had formed to ourſelves of it 
low, We are inſtructed here both how te 
ame and rate all the felicity. which we poſſeſs, 
hich is made up of the confluences of per- 
ion, and perpetuity of all true joys being 
bade happy (unlike. to what philoſophy pre- 
nds to do) not by the confinement, but full 
vition of our utmoſt deſires, which neither 

ail in the choice of their objects, nor miſs in 

e enjoyment of them; but are unerringly 

t, and infallibly accompliſhed, Here we 
ot only ſee, but are made like thoſe bleſſed 
ints whom we in the world below ſo much 
Imired, Thoſe fpirits of juſt men made per- 
ct, of which the divine oracles have told us, 
re here our conſtant and familiar company, 
ito - whoſe. bleſſed ſociety we are not only _ 
elcome, but increaſe it. Here likewiſe, we 
hold thoſe glorious ſpirits, whoſe nature 


- 
7 


des inveſt them with ſo bright a luſtre, that al | 
je diſadvantage their diſguiſes gave them, when 
ey appeared to us below, would ſcarce ſyffice 
td hinder us from making them the objects of 
Hur alteration, 2 „„ 
But above all, we here behold, 1 Epe - 
etus, a fight worthy the dying for, that 


— — 
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bleſſed Lams of God ſlain from the world 
foundation in the Divine decree,” that glo- 
rious Saviour, of whom the ſcripture. doe 
ſo much and excellently entertain us; and 
who having done and ſuffered ſo much fol, 
us, does ſo highly deſerve of us, both upailiiſÞ 
the ſcore of his infinite perfections, and up: 
on the account of his ineſtimable benefit 
Ves, Epenetus, here we behold that holy and: 
Divine Perſon, who, when he did vouchſaiWi. 
to pitch his tent among the ſons of men bei; 
low, and dwell with them on earth, thereby: 
to fit them, by his merits and example, t 
dwell with him in heaven, did in fo adm 
rable a manner mix an awful majeffy witli] 
an humble meekneſs, and the aſſumed infirmi 
ties of his human nature, with the corruſcaliſþi 
tions of his divine; expreſſing in his wholiha, 
life ſo perfect and 'exemplary a virtue, witli 


ſo much ſweetneſs and gentieneſs towardiihc 
thoſe that were aſpirers to it, though theyMWd 
came moſt ſhort. of it, that even the Jeniifſcc 
themſelves could fay of him, That he had dun 
all things well Nay more, his very enemic 
that were employed to apprehend him as i: 
malefactor, confeſſed to thoſe that ſent theniiſſ#, 
ſo to do, that Never man ſpake like hin . 
Bat there, my Epenetus, this blefſed Son d 
God was in the form of a ſervant, which Ike 
put on, that he might ſuffer for us, and er 
erciſe his prieſtly and prophetic function i 
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egal flate and condition that belongs to him 

hereof he is ſtyled, The King of kings, and 
rd of lords, all power and authority. being 
eſted in him, both in heaven and earch, en- 


he great evangelic 
im, THA ADMIRABLE.. or here our 
aviſhed ſouls, by an attentive contemplation of 


ouſe in Solomon's myſtic epithalamium, who 
wing dwelt upon the beauty of the ſeveral ex- 
dlencies that concurred to the accompliſhing 
de Divine Bridegroom, breaks out into this 
iphonema, Hz is altogether lovely! His 
arkling eyes appear in his exalted glory on 
: throne, - (which the beloved diſciple long 


go into the raviſhed breaſts of the beholder: 
oot flames as pure, as holy, and as deathleſs 


do aſſure us, as I have ſaid already, 1. 
er entered into the heart of man to conceive 
bat God has here reſerved for thaſe that love 
„ that glory can be but imperfectly ex- 


ch ſled: by the bare epithet of inconceivadle. 
1 eich which the blefled God rewards the 


F 35 


bc 66 

he world below: But here we ſee him in that 
ale. | Y 

irtue of his Farr office, on the account 


ompaſſed with ſuch radiant majeſty and lining 
lendor, that we my well eſteem him, What 
rophet long ſince called 


is glories, ſtill find more cauſe to imitate the 


ce repreſented them) like flames of active of e, 
AGers, 


what the ſeraphims themſelves conſiſt of. 
d ſurely, Epenetus, ſince the divine ora- 
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meritorious ſufferings and obedience of the 
only- Begotten Son of his love; for whoſe ſake 
he is ' pleaſed to confer on all the numerou 
company of his ele& ſuch unimaginable glo- 
ries, He that vouchſafes unto 1 many of 
his ſervants a ᷑rigbineſi like that of the Rtars, 
you cannot but think, Epenetus, does com. 
municate a far more radiant luſtre to the Son 
1. or RichrrousNxss; although your preſent 
1 mortal ſtate denies you to behold the brightneſi 
4 | „ I on 
But all this glorious greatneſs of our bleſſed 
Redeemer does not yet make his kindrfeſs leſ 
familiar, but only more .obliging; for he 
diſdains not, even after his aſcenſion hither, 
to ſay, Behold I ſtand at the door and Fnock; 
if any man hear my voice, and open the dur, 
T will come in to him, and will ſup with hin, 
and he with me. And that King in the parable 
by whom our bleſſed Lord 1s repreſented, i 
pleaſed himſelf to welcome each individual trufy 
ſervant with a peculiar, Well done, good ani 


- 


if For ſervant. | Il 
= Wonder not, Epenetus, that J ſeem fo ſoßhe 


licitous to give you an account of the hig 

dignity and ſuper-eminent felicity of our ex 
by alted Saviour, and that I have endeavoure 
1 thus to let you know that the bright Sun © 
i (tg! Righteouſneſs is now incapable of ſuffering 
| eclipſes, but ſhines with an unclouded and u 
equalled ſplendour : and that I zow /ze Jeſu 


* 
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rho (as the author to the Hebrews ſpeaks)” 
vas made a little lower than the angels, crowned”. 
ith glory and honour, For it makes heaven 
» be more than heaven to me, to find him 
igning here, who ſuffered ſo much for me 

the world below. And our Redeemer's 
appineſs, which is ſo great, and ſo inef- 
able, brings an increaſe to ours, according 
the ardency of our love to him. Nay, 
urther, Epenetus, let me add, that though 
ur joys are here ſo great, they do not need 
ir circumſtances, (yet does it make our 
appineſs more happy, as it is a proof of our 
zedeemer's love) than as it is a donative of his 


— 


ounty., 


If it was matter of rejoicing to the diſgraced 
Ipoſtles, that they were counted ' worthy to 


uffer ſhame for his name, how much, think 
ou, is their joy now they are 'admitted to 
eign with bim? His having ſupported the hard- 
ips and toils to which the aflited condition 
f our mortality was expoſed, did ſo much 
lleviate them, and refreſh us under them, that 
ven in this ſenſe, alſo, it might be ttuly ſaid, 
be chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and 
his firipes we were healed, '" 

But can you think, Epenctus, that he who 
as relieved us even by his croſs, does not 
o more for us by bis crown? Here he not 
ply does admit, but even does invite each 
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faithful ſervant to no leſs a blefling than t 
enter into his Maſter's joy. So rich a ſour 
of happineſs did Chriſt make himſelf to us, 
in all his capacities and conditions, that in 
earth and heaven it was, and is, his gracious 
and conſtant-employment to ſhare our grief 
or to impart to us his joys; and either le ſſen 
our miſeries by his ſufferings, or increaſe ou 
happineſs by his felieity. 5 b 
Having thus treated of the happineſs of tho 
celeſtial manſions, reſulting from the bes 
tific fight of our redeeming Lord, the crown 
of a _ouE bleſſedneſs, I. now proceed to tan 
you, Epenetus, what you, perhaps, may hav 
a na 3 hat ee 0 = only Mic 
ſee our elder brother, Chriſt, but alſo ou 
friends, kindred, and relations, that in thelier 
world below. lived in his fear, and died in 
his favour, which is a large addition to out 
happineſs. Nor do we only know. our friends, 
relations and contemporaries, but all the ſaint 
that lived in all the ages of the world. Thus 
though Elijah, whom 1 found difcourſing 
with you, lived in the world below long hat 
before the bleſſed Mefliah was made fleſh 
yet you no ſooner ſaw, than you ae 
knew him; and ſo you will do Adam alſo, 
when you fee him. Nor can I think this 
new notion to you, ſince you might long ago 
have learned it, from the ſacred oracles ; our 
blefſed Saviour himſelf having told us, not 
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n th * that the children of the reſurrection ſhall 
ure de lite the angels, (who in the viſions both of 
us, be Prophet Daniel, and the Apoſtle John, 
t inWppear to be acquainted with each other) but 
-iouMiſo in the parable of the miſerable rich man 
ietz ind the happy - beggar, the Father of the 
Neo Mairbful is repreſented as knowing net only 
ou de perſon and preſent condition, but alſo the 
aſt ſtory of Lazarus: And the Apoſtle of the 
entiles did, when in the world below, ex- 
ect his converted and pious Theſſalonians to 
his crown, at the great day, when the 
aving turned many to righteouſneſs ſhall, 
hare the beloved Daniel tells us, confer a Aar 
only ite an immortal brightneſs. And I am. ſure, 
7 Epenetus, you have often read of the tranſ- 
puration of the bleſſed Redeemer in the holy 
lount, where Moſes and Elijah were dif- 
burſing with him, and then you cannot for- 

t how readily the three diſciples knew them. 
his was no other but a type of heaven, 
bus here all the ſaints are known to one another. 
rſing ink you our knowledge here is leſs than 
at which Adam had in his firſt ſtate of inno- 
nce? And yet you know that. Adam knew 
e, his wife, when ſhe was firſt brought to 
m, and told her ſhe was bone of his bone; and 
of his fleſn. But what need of further iu- 
ance ? your own experience has already told 
Ju that it is ſo; and were you but diveſted 
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of mortality, as in a few days you will, ya 
will find it with far greater evidence. 
But let me ſhow you, my dear Epenetus, th: 
reat advantage that the knowledge of each othe 
here does bring to all the bleſſed. 5 
Here it is that the bleſſed dwell in an u 
interrupted perfect union and communig 


orte 
ion 

oO 
rerfin 
ation 
tricte 


ation 


with God, and with each other; but withoeſus 
knowledge can be no agreement, and witer o 
out agreement no communion; and wbenirves 
there is no communion, there is no happifent 


= neſs : So that to think we did not know ea 
i Other here, would be to think us ſhort « 
2 Here, Epenetus, the general a 
ſembly of the firſt-born, as they receive tha 
happineſs from- the bright viſion of the eig 
bleſſed God, ſo they cummunicate the purt 


eſs, 
0 aff 
eder: 
ny o 
In ol 
Ind v. 


| pleaſure to each other; an unfeigned ardafi-,u;i 

| love uniting all that pure ſociety. On earli,cqe 
our love was kindled either from ſome. natui hurer 

relation, or other civil tie; or elſe on i Peauty 

account of ſome viſible excellencies, that reſore tl 

der a perſon worthy of our choice and friend roph 

ſhip: But here our reaſons are far great... 

and the degrees of love incomparably mone}w 

_ fervent: bor: in this ſupernatural ftate, Mf me 

carnal alliances and reſpects do ceaſe. Ihem | 

bleſſed Apoſtle, even when on earth, told us con 

I be had known Chriſt after the fieſh, he kitictges 

im ſo 20 more: For by the reſurrection ampleſted 
acenlen of our bleſſed Lord, he was traci; 
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orted into ano ther wotld, and had dommu- 
ion with him as an heavenly King, without 
ow regards to the temporal privilege of con- 
erſing with him on earth. Our ſpiritual re- 
ation is more near and permanent than the 
tricteſt band of nature; here we have all re- 
ation to the ſame heavenly -Father, and unto 
eſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, and -Head 
ff our bappy fraternity. The. principal mo- 
ves of love, even on earth, are the inhe- 
ent excellencies of a perſon. Wiſdom, holi- 
eſs, goodneſs, fidelity, are mighty attractives 
o affection, and produce a more intimate con- 
ederacy of ſouls, than propinquity in nature or 
ny other carnal reſpects. Virtue is amiable in 
m old perſon, though wrinkled and deformed.; 
ind vice is hateful in a young perſon, though 
eautiful. And you have ſeen on earth, my 
penetus, clearer eyes than thoſe of fleſh, a 
wrer light than what is ſenſible, a diviner 
beauty than what is corporal, and a nobler 
ove than what is ſenſual; which made the royal 
rophet declare, That all his delight was in the 
xcellent, But even ſpiritual loye has its allays 
low ; for there are relics of frailty in the beſt 
pf men there; and ſome blemiſhes that render 
hem leſs amiable : But here the. image of Gad 
s complete, by the union of. all the glorious 
irtues requiſite to its, perfection; and every 
leſſed ſoul agrees exactly with the firſt exem- 
lar; a divine beauty ſhigces in. them ever 
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durable; a beauty that darts no contiguai 
| fires; a beauty that is inviolable, and Cannot 
fiiffer injury. 

The true worth of the ſaints below” is ve: 
little viſible, , the leaft part of it being ſeen] 
The earth is fruitful in its plants and flowers 
but its riches are in mines of precious metal 
and veins of marble hidden in its boſom. 
Frue grace appears in ſenfible actions, but 
irs glory is within: But here their excellencic 
are in open view; the glory of the bleſſe 
God is revealed in them. And, ah! how at 
tractive is the Divine Likeneſs to an holy eye 
How doth it raviſh me to ſee. my fellow-ſain 
ſhining with an immortal lovelineſs? - An 
their Jove is reciprocal, proportionable to th 
- eauſe of it. An equal, conſtant flame is here 
preſerved by pure materials: Here every ont 
is perfectly amiable, and perſectiy enamoine 
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with each other. And © how happy is thi th m 
Nate of love! Well might the Pſalmiſt brea .. e 
out into that rapture, Behold, how good en link, 
Pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together . = 
unity! had he then ſeen that happy unio 1 15 
which he now here enjoys with all the faith al af 
ful ones; love is the beauty and the ftrevgiſ® "0! 
of all ſocieties, and the great pleaſure of of““ 
lives below. How excellent then muſt be t. p ON 
joy of the bleſſed here, who witneſs the ac We 


_ complifiments of what our Saviour prayed fo 
„hen on earth, T hat they may be one, as ths 


ither art in Me, and I in Thee, that they alſo 
jay be One in us. The bleſſed God is abſolutely 
ne in his glorious nature and will, and there- 
re is unalterably happy and the inviolable 
icy of the ſaints? love is a bright ray af the 
ſential unity between the Sacred Perſons : 
ere love effectively transforms one ſoul into 
other, and makes the glory of each ſaint 
dound unto the joy of all. 


) 


1 


elts and mixes ſouls in ſuch an entire union, 
at, by complacence and an intimate joy, the 
eſſedneſs of ail is, as it were, proper to 


arts of all, and all in the heart of every. one ; 
d ſure, where there is love like this, all needs 
uſt. be delight. And bow can it be otherwiſe, 

ice, in this bleſſed ſociety, there is a con- 
ual receiving and returning of love aud joy, 


— = - —_ 


biok, Epenetus, what an entertainment of 
ve and joy there is in the preſence. and dif- 
urſes of dear friends below ; ; bow their mu- 
al aſpect, like a chain compoſed of ſpirits, 
ainous and active, fallen and draw their ſouls 
one another ;. And though there be no friends 
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love conſiſteth in their converfatiog,; ; bac 


co atſoever 18 commendable in aa [is in 
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Such is the 
wer of this celeſtial fire, where we 4 ic 


ery one, as if every one were placed in the 


ith mutual reciprocations of endearment; and 
eir converſation and jntercourſe is rav iſning: 


ip on the earth without alloys, yet the telicity ; 
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his pôwerful grace in reſcuing them from! 
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perfection here; and whatſoever is in alloy, latin 
caſioned by men's folly of their weakneſs, is x lory 
aboliſhed here. The blefſed here, with ovelMle i 
flowing of affection, recount the Divine ber; ang 
fits, and all thoſe admitable methods, whereMho fu 
the life of grace was ſirſt began, preſerved, u lou 
catricd on amidſt temptations; tlie ſucceſſion With - 
mercies in tte time of our hopes, and the co here. 
ſüömmation of all in this time of our enjyWraiſc 
ment. Have you not yet heard, Epenetus, ¶ Hpirit 
melody both ſaints and angels make about e joi 
throne? And how they all concur in ib But 
thankſgivings' to God, for making of them reecrue 
fonable cfeatures, ſuch as ate capable both Mindre 
loving and enjoying him; when they miMcſult 
have been of the Toweit order in the widWWod, 
ſphere of deings, for his compaſſionate ciWpene 
and providence over them in the world; but Wrnder{ 
pecially for his fovereign and ſingular mercy bſcur 
ele& ing them to he vehels of hononr, and unde 

ſhame 


etuel and ignominious bondage of fin; for end, 
free love, that juflified them from «11 their 1 

| guilt by the death of his only Sen, and Mt dos 
now gloriſied them with himſelf 2 We are nei adr 

7 weary, Epenetus, of this delightful eXerciit hey c 
but centinually blefs him for his mercy thMat it 
erdures for ever: Yea, the winged cherubinaderf 
uad ſeraphims abont the throne cry one to anFracles 
wer to expreſs their zeal and joy in cehntics 
. : o illuf 
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rating his eternal pony and power, and the 
ory of his goodneſs. And O how unſpeak- 
ble is the pleaſure of chis concert! every ſou] 
eing harmonious, and contributing bis part to 
he full muſic af heaven. O could the worde 
elow but hear the echo of thoſe ſongs Where- 
1th the heavens above reſound ! tnoſe ſongs 
herewith the ſaints do here triumph in the juſt 
raiſe and ſolemn adoration of the King ot 
pirits! How would it inflame their defares to 
e joined with them ! e 
But, beſides ail the happineſs that does here 
ecrue to us by the knowledge of our friends, 
indred, and celations, and that which does 
eſult from that communion we have here with 
od, and with each other, it is to me, my 
penetus, a mighty happineſs 1 here enjoy, in 
nderſtanding ſatisfactorily all thoſe deep and 
bſcure myſteries of religion which the pro- 
oundeſt rabbies of the world below were not 
ſhamed to own they could not fully compre- 
end, but, after all the toil and induſtry of 
heir moſt anxious enquiries, were reduced to: 
t down with the great Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 3. 
n admiration of that depth, whoſe tottom 
ey can never fathom. And I acknowledge 
Wat it is to me a mighty pleaſure that here! 
Waderſtand thoſe obſcure paſſages of the ſacted 
tacles, which, notwithſtanding all that hold 
tics and learned expolitors have attempted 
o illuſtrate, do to the world below remain fv 
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nocence ſeem approved by Him who accu. 


fill : Nor can it be well otherwiſe, becauk 
they cannot diſcern how exquiſitely the ſeven 
parts of ſcripture are fitted to the ſeveral time; 

rſons, and occurrences wherein their all-for:. 
eeing Author intended moſt to uſe them; 21 
which are obvious to us here, and conſequent} 
we diſcern a perfect harmony between tho! 
texts that in the world below feemed moſt a 
variance. Here, Epenetus, we have clear\ 
expounded to us thoſe riddles of Providence: 
which have but too often tempted even good 
men upon earth to queſtion God's condu? 
in the government of the world, whilft the 
ealamities and perſecutions of virtue and in. 


mulates proſperity on their criminal oppoſlers, 
Here we are thoroughly convinced, that al 
thoſe ſeeming irregularities which the heathen 
thought fit to impute to the giddy whimſie 
of a female deity, are not only conſiſtent with 
the” Divine juſtice and goodneſs, but are pro- 
ductions of it. And though ſuch a belief do, 
to intelligent perſons-in the world below, ſcem 
a great piece of ſelf-denial, yet here it dos 
— as reaſonable as there they find it dif- 
eu fo 15 5 77 a , | 
For Bildad, who was one of Job's well. 
meaning, but unkind comforters, has told us 
long ago, They that live upon earth are but 6 
yeſterday and know nothing, becauſe their day 
there are but a ſhadrw. And the ſhortneſs 0 
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beir tranſitory lites not permitting them to 
ontinue long enough ſpectators there, to ſee” 
b above a ſcene or two at moſt of that great play, 
Naed by mankind on the ſtage of the worid, 
t is no wonder that they are apt to harbons' 
niſter thoughts af the contriver of a plot, 
either the begianing nor end whereuf they” 
re acquainted with: But when once the 
"Whole of the Bivine conduck in the admiuiſtra- 
jon of things all be-tifctoſed, as here it ig, all 
hoſe. revalutions and ocenrrences of empires, - 
\ Mites, families, and particular perſons, which 
nortals are ſo prone to quarrel with below, de 
ere to us appear ſo juſt, fo requiſite and” a- 
duable, that thoſe very things that While we 
yere on earth rempted us to deny God, di here 
ogage us co praiſe him: And, indeed, we are 
ot fo properly ſatisfied, as raviſhed, with the 
auties of his providence, 

But, Eponetins, beſides this general providence 
f God, of whoſe adorable wiſdom in the con- 
att whereof I have been ſpeaking, we are here 
ſpecially ttauſported wich wonder and gratitunne 
t theſe difcoveries of the Divine goodneſs which" 
We is pleaſed ro make of the restons of his difl.* 

enfations to wands each one in partfeular. 0 
Woenetus !' | have ſeen rowards myſelf, not only” 
he neceſſity and juſtice, bit even the metciſulneſs . 
f thoſe very aff. tions that I once (hen oÞor 
arch) imputed 1 to his ſeverity; ant [ zm now. 
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fully convinced, no ſtroke I met with in the 
world below (and you can tell, Epenetus, that 
there I met with many, as well as great afflic. 
tions) either came ſooner, or. fell heavier, or 
ſtood longer than the occaſion that extorted it 
exacted : And I am ſatisfied my hopes were never 
diſappointed, but to fecure my ritle to better 
things than what I hoped for. Nor was my in- 
tereft (or what at Jeaſt I thought then to be ſo) 
ever prejudiced, but when it was more to the 
advantage of what was truly ſuch. Ves, Epe- 
netus, all that unwelcome darkneſs that on 
earth ſurrounded my purblind underſtanding, 
is now vaniſhed, and did ſo at the firſt dawn. 
ing of this bright eternal day, wherein the 
reſolution of all thoſe difficulties, which. upon 
earth not only exerciſed but diſtreſſed my faith, 
is granted to reward it. | 

Here, Epenetus, to draw to a concluſion, ut 
do not only converſe with ſaints and angels, 
but with that far_ more infinitely glorious 
Deity who made them what they are, without 
at all impoveriſhing himſelf: Here we not only 
enjoy heaven, but its Maker, God; and fee 
him as he- is, who is our All in All: Com- 
priſing all the goods we value in the creatures, 
more eminently and fully than the bright lu- 
minary of the day excels the twinkling. tapers 
of the night: For we are here ſo taken up 
with the contemplation and fruition of that | 
Glorious Object (in whoſe infinity all goods 
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zre both included and dilated) that ages num- 
erleſs, as are the joys of the Beatific Viſſon 
goth abound with, will ſcarce afford us leiſure 
or a diverſion to any other pleaſures than 
hoſe itſelf creates; which are ſo numerous 
nd ſo entire, that we defire nothing that we 
ave not, except more tongues to ſing more 
raiſes to the bleſſed Gor, or a capacity to 
ay him greater thanks for what we have: And 
yen thoſe deſires does his . gracious acceptance 
ake, in being but conceived accompliſhed. 
'or, otherwiſe, the reſidents of theſe og man- 
ions do ſcarce know any other want, than that 3 
ff need to wiſh ; the complete bleſſed neſs of our 
ondition reducing us to a happy uſefulneſs of 
viſhes, by giving us ſo full a prepoſſeſſion of 
ll the objedls of defire, Here time, like fire, 
aving deſtroyed whatever it does prey on, does 
t laſt die itſelf, and ſo goes out into eternity. 
ind here the .nature of our joy is ſuch, that 
ho” after ſome centuries of years they may ſeem 
o wax older, by having been enjoyed ſo many 
ges, yet do they really ſtill continue as welcome 
nd as freſh as at the firſt: It is the peculiar 
property of our felicity, it always is the ſame, 
et ever new. Wearineſs argues imperfection, 
ither in the object, or the appetite; the for- 
her of which is impoſſible in God, and the lat - 

r ceaſes here. TO | i 
For our felicity is here ſo great, there is no 
Need of variety to be a part of it, or if it does 


admit variety, it is ſuch a one as conſiſts only 


God; like that which may be feen ov earth 


clothes men uſually wear, gro fla'e, end 
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praiſe: 
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But 
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in the further knowledge of its firſt obje&, 


in the diverſified refractions of the ſame ſpark: 
ling diamond. In God there is, if 1 may 
properly ſo ſpeak, ſuch an identical variety, that 
the fruition of him both ſatisfies and create; 
deſires; tho' that, without ſatiety ; ; and ibis, 
without diſquiet; other delights do, like the 


quickly are worn out. Whereas thoſe hear enly 


pleaſl ures we enjoy participate of that prerogaIiſþ the 
tive of the garments of the Iſraelites in thefWnly f 
wilderneſs, not impaired by being uſed long ;{Wappi! 
but as the needle once touched with the loadMude « 
tone would never uneompelled forſake it, buffy ar 
after ages cling no jeſs cloſely to it than at theſ{rivat 
firſt moment of their union, fo do theWappy 
bleſſed here with the fame ' undiminifhedlſf f. 
freſhneſs ever poſſeſs their joys as if each mo. nun 
ment was the firft that they poſſeffed them in{Wungel: 
And if our happineſs does not improve by ot all 
enjoyment of it, it is perhaps becav ſe rheonſii! 
greatneſs of it does render it incapable of inf the 
ereaſing: Or if onr pleaſures do admit acreſ ach f 
fiov, they alſo do receive it, from the aſfuraucy lig 
that we have, that we ſhall taſte them ever, andſhey « 
perpetually repeat the fame renewed fruition i toc 
to an eternity endeared by nothing more thauFone 


by the quiet leiſure it does afford us, undiſturb: ere 
ight 
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ay to employ it in celebrating of Jehovah's 
BWraiſes; and in a condition. happier, in that by 
Wt we are paſt doing, than paſt ſuffering, ill. 
Mn brief, our inexhanſted joys are here ſo num- 
yiſWerleſs, and ſo immenſe, that we ſhall need 
es well as have) eternity itſelf to taſte them 
Hully. 

But I remember, Epenetus, you ſtill are in 
e body, and may be tired with hearing what 
40 couid be for ever relating, ſo vaſt is the 
'W:ppineſs that I poſſeſs, and ſo great pleaſure 
Ws there in relating it. I ſhall now, therefore, 
*Wnly further add one property of our enjoyed 
;Wazppineſs ; and that is, That the vaſt multi- 
Jade of bleſſed ſouls that are partakers of this 
toy and glory, does detract nothing from each 
rivate ſhare, nor lefſen the property each 
appy ſaint has in it in particular : This ocean 
f felicity being ſo bottomleſs, that the 
mumerable company of all the ſaints and 
ngels never can exhauſt it; nor is this ſtrange 
Wt all, for in the world below, which does 
e ofiſt of many ſpacions countries, and many 
WW! them divided by large ſeas from one another, 
ch ſeveral nation does alike enjoy the benefit 
flight; z nor is there any can complain that 
ey enjoy it leſs becauſe another does enjoy 
wo, but all enjoy its benefit as fully as if 
one elſe enjoyed it but themſelves. Indeed, 

„ere is this difference between the Sun of 

ightebuſneſs and that which ſhines upon 
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of drinking as much as he can, or as mud 
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the world below: that whereas the latter Y, . 
his preſence eclipſes all the planets (his . 
tendants), the former, though radiant with 
a much greater ſplendour, will, by his pre. 
ſence, impart it to his ſaints; and fo the gre 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles does inform you, wher 
he ſays, I hen Chriſt, who is our life, foul 
_ then fall we appear alſo with him; in 

ory. . 

It is the language of each bleſſed ſou! : 
his Redeemer, I am my Belowed s, and my ht 
loved is mine; for each have a peculiar clain 
unto him. And David (who, when he liv: 
on earth, was fo well ſkilled in finging ſony 
of praiſe to his Redeemer) ſays of all the 
that put their truſt in God, That he ſb 
abundantly ſati iy them with the fatneſs of bi 
houſe, and make them drink of the river of hi 
pleaſure: : As if he meant to inſinuate, tha 
as when a multitude of ' perſons drink of th 
ſame river, none of them are able to exhauf 
it, and yet each ef them has the full JibertyM!i 


rip; 
1th 
oÞte 


as he could, though none but himſelf ſhould :] 
be allowed to drink of it : So whoſoever en 
Joys God, enjoys him wholly, or at leaſt es 
Joys him ſo entirely in relation to his capacity 
that the fruition of whatſoever reſts une 
joyed in God is forbidden by the immenſit 
of 4 object, and not the prepoſſeſſion of hi 
rivals. 8 
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Thus, Epenetus, 1 have given you a brief 
count of our celeſtial Canaan: It is not, 

aced, the thouſandth part of that which 

icht be faid, yet it is enough to let you ſee 
is a land flowing with milk and honey; 

Jad may well enough ferve to whet your long- 

ig for a more fruitive expetimental know- 

"edge of it; for none can fully know the hap- 

ineſs we here enjoy until they come to be par- 

akers of it. Es TL, 

Epen: Junius having finiſhed his excellent 

iſcourſe, I returned him many thanks, - af- 

uripg him; that I was ſo far from being tired 
ith hearing it, that I was exceedingly de- 
igbted, as well as informed by it; and that 

could not-but be much pleaſed in kearing a 

efcription of that happineſs, whish, through 

he great ſuperabounding merits of my bleffted 
edeemier, I hoped: in a ſhort-time to be par- 

aker of, ? 7 

Jun. To wait with faith and patience, re- 

lied the happy Junius, until your mortal 

ody be laid down, is what is now your work; 
nd then you will know far more than I have 
old you- You will hear, and ſee, and know 


erWiogs then after another rate than now 
1 ou do. Your ears are not fitted now to hear 


tore the throne, not can your tongue re- 
at | thoſe ſongs of praiſe which here the 
«fed make continually. Your'eyes though 


noſe melodies that ſaints and angels make 
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| others did) to ſerve. the Lord. She, I a 


deed ; and will, no doubt, exult and joy MM! 
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ſtrengthened above thoſe of other mortals) cat. ant 
not yet behold the brightneſs of the glory thaſWore 


fills this happy place: Though I muſt gran 
what you have ſeen has given you more ſuitable 
ideas of it than all that dwell below can mak 
of heavenly things; which is a favour ſo pre 
and inexpreſſible, that you have mighty caulg 
to magnify his great exceeding grace, throughiiþ 
whoſe abundant goodneſs you were admitted 
hither. . 2 55 

Epen. That bleſſed work, ſaid I, I nevi 
can begin too ſoon; and it is a work I hopy 
will never end, but be as Jaſting as the cauſe 
of 1t.—But, Junius, fince I have had the ha 
pineſs of this converſation with you, may 
not alſo ſee my mother here? for I am ſu 
ſhe is among the bleſſed. She early did in 
ſtruct me in the things of God, and cauk 
me every day to read the Holy Scriptures 
Her pious exhortations firft of all made m 
look after heavenly and eternal things; an 
on her dying bed gave me charge (whatent 


ſure, would much rejoice to ſee me in ti 
place. | 1 : | 
Jun. Your mother, Epenetus, is here 1 


God on your account, as ſhe continually doe 
on her own; but, in this happy place, wordifficee 
relations ceaſe. Nor is there male and e it 


male bert, but all are alike the angelt; for foul. _ 


* 


VISIONS OF HEAVEN, 85 


a. Nannot be diſtinguiſhed into ſexes; and there- 
haWore all relations here are ſwallowed up in God: 


ant 
bl orld below, you {hall fee preſently, He had 
ako ſooner ſpoke, but, taking me by the hand, 


r ſwifter than an arrow from a bow we paſſed 


[Cat 
y ſeveral ſhining forms, clothed in the robes of 


ulch 
19h 
— aſſed them; which, I thought, was occaſioned 
y my being there in the poor rags of frail 


mother, for ſo I thought her, though then I 
a ſhining form, ſaid to me, | 
Jun. Farewell, my Epenetus! I have now 
one what you defired me: Your guardian 


ut you to the world below; where, when 
du come, remember that you do not ceaſe 
celebrate the mighty wonders of Divineſt- 
ove, who hath ſo far indulged your weak- 
ſs as to admit you hither, and with cor- 
real eyes to ſee the immaterial glories of the 
TELL ' V' 
Epen. The noble Junius having left me, 
ſtraight drew near the ſhining form that 
od before me, who, compaſſed round with 
ys of dazzling luſtre, appeared extremely 


ceeding brightneſs of her countenance, or 


H 


=” 


owever, ſhe whoin you call other in the 


mortality, who ſeemed to wonder at me as 1 


jortality, But Junius having brought me to 


gel will te with you, ſtraight, and re-con- 
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drious, I hardly could behold her for the 
e it ſeemed to me ſo, becaufe I Icoked with 
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more intenſeneſs on her than on Elijah, or Mf* t 
noble Junius: But taking it for granted it v. 
my mother, I thus addreiſed her: My dear 
mother, I joy to fee you clothid in that brig, 
robe of glory, as an inhabitant of theſe bleſſ 
realms of light and immortality, 
Mother. Dear Epenetus, (ſaid my mother i 
me) for what I am, to Him that is on t 
throne, and to the Lamb, be all the prai 
and glory; for He alone it is has made n 
fo. The robe of glory, which you ſee 
wear, is only the reflection of his own brigh 
beams! Ah, Epenetus! had not the bleſſed 
for ever bleſſed, Redeeming Jeſus, firſt clothe 
me with his robe of righteoaſneſs, I ney 
ſhould have worn this robe of glory. I dl” 
not aſk you, Epenetus, (ſhe continued) ho 
you came thus to be admitted here; for 
have had already, from Elijah, a full accout 
of that; and muſt acknowledge the Divin 
Condeſcenſion has been exceeding great i 
this permiſſion; for which eternal praiſe 
given to him. Ah, Epenetus! through ho 
many dangers does Divine Grace conduct on 
ſouls to glory! I cannot think, but with t 
moſt admiring thoughts of Divine' Love, hoi 
near I once was to eternal ruin! I once wif” 
poor, and blind, and nated ; cajt out unto th 
hoathing of my perſon, and lay polluted in 
filth and blood But O the abundaar grace thi 
found me in that wretched, fad condition, as 
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ge to me made it a time of love, waſprd me 
Vn il my filihine/s, and purged me from my 
n! I once was nothing elſe but darkneſs; 
„ O miraculous and happy change! I now 
1 full of light, and love, and joy : I once 
2s poor and miſerable,, but now I am en- 
bed with all that Heaven can give, or I re- 
ire: J once was naked and expoſed to ſhame, 
ut now J am adorned with robes of light and 
ory: 1 once was under ſentence of eternal 
patation from the Divine Preſence, but now 
am poſſeſſed of God, my only life, and joy, 
id ſupreme good. O how tranſporting is the 
impariſon of theſe ſo wide and contrary ex- 
mes! And O how pleaſant is the bright 
xy of eternity, after a night ſo dark and 
tempeſtuous ! How does a vivid ſenſe of 
oe paſt evils produce a far more lively feeling 
d fruition of my happineſs! This makes 
je everlaſting hallelujahs that I ſing to my 
ftorious Deliverer more raviſhing, and more 
rmonious. 8 | [a RF} | 
Ezen. I muſt confeſs I was amazed to find my 
other in ſuch an ecſtaſy and holy tranſport ; 
a could not forbear ſaying, Ab, my dear 
her { you ſpeak like one that is indeed in bea- 
In, and feel ihe mighty jeys you are poſſeſſed 


Mah. O Epenetus! (ſhe replied again) you 
ud not think this ſtrange. The mighty 
nders of Divine Love and Grace will be 
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Vn the world below, I have committed them to 
"God, in whoſe good pleaſure I am happy, what- 
auc ſoever it be. I ſhall be glad, and heartily re- 
te ioice,. to ſce them all heirs of this bleſſed inhe- 
) Writance ; for then J ſhall be well aſſured the will 
fa of God is ſo. Fut if they ſhovld cloſe in with 
00 the grand enemy of their ſalvation, and retuſe 
all the grace that is offered them, and thereby 
periſh in their unbelief, God will be glorified 
in his juſtice, and in his glory I ſhall ſtill re- 
joice. But fince, dear Epenetus, you muſt de- 
ſcend again into the world below, you cannot 
better ſhow your love to God, and zeal for the 
promoting of his glory, than by endeavouring 
to turn them from the ways of unrighteouſneſs: 
Nor do you krow but that might be one end 
iy this peculiar privilege has. been allowed 
You. | | 
Whilſt I was diſcourſing with my mother, a 
numerous company paſſed before me, clothed, in 
long robes, white as the morning's brightneſs, 
22d purer far than any thing that ever yet de- 
ſerved that name, all having crowns. of glory 
en their heads, which ſparkled forth refulgent 
leſtre, and each one carrying in his right hand 
a palm of victory; and as they paſſed by I heard 
idem fay, Salwation ta our Ged who fit upon 
the throne, and ic the Lamb And another com- 
gary, who bad a very glorious appearance, and 
ovexed their faces 22 their wings, whom 1 
| H 3 


— —— 
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took to be angels, anſwered them, ſaying, 
Amen. Bleſſing, and glory, aud wiſdom, and 
thankſgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our 9 for ever and ever, 
Amen. 
| 1 then genquired Wet the grest company 
| were that Were arrayed in garments of ſo pureſ 
a white, with palms of victory in their han:'s? 
| And I was told they were the noble company 
| 3 of martyrs, who, having endured great triby: 
i | lations in the world, and laid down their lives 


For the word of God, and the teſtimony which they 

held, had now their robes waſhed in the blood 

the Lamb, and had palms in their hands in the 

token of victory. I then afl:*d from whence 
they came; and 1 was anſwered, they came 
i from under the altar, where they had been cry- 
0 ing, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dof? thay 
it not judge and W our blood on them that 
| dell on the earth. 

Epen. I thought that all the ſaints here had 
that reſt, and peace, and joy in God, which 
E did not permit them to have any tbovghts 0 
| | revenge towards their fellow-creatures : And 
* I was the more inclined to think fo, becauſe 
many of them had prayed for their perſecvtors 
| io the world below, even at the very flake: 
F | and when they have been under the hands of th 
8 executioners; and it ſeems ſtrange to me that 
Fi that meek and forgiving {pirit ſhould be altered 
ot here in heaven. 
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Moth. The ſaints here do, indeed, poſſeſs 

hat reſt, and peace, and joy in God, which 

the ſum of all their happineſs; but having 
ſigned therrſelves entirely to the Divine 

ood pleaſure, they cannot but deſire God's 
ill may be fulfilled in all reſpects; and, there- 
ere. knowing that it is the will of God to 

nder tribulation to them that have troubled 
em, and that he does deſign to glorify him- 
if, by bringing down his judgments on the 
ntichriſtian whore, who hath made herfelf 
rk with the blood of the ſaints, and of the 
tyres of Fefſus, they cannot but deſire the 
ill of God may be done, and that his 
zme may be glorified ; which they know will 
the reſult of his executing judgment upon 
e great whore; for, when Babylon is fallen, 
neu / ſong ſhall be put into their months; and 
en it ſhall be ſaid, Rejoice over her, thou 
raven, ard ye holy apofiles and prophets ! for 
od hath avenged you of her. Vea, then ſhall 
ey ſing, Hallelujah, ſalvation, and glory, and 
mour, and tower, unto the Lord our God / 
true and righieous are his judgments; for 


y 
50 


ſell lath judged the great whore, which did cor- 
tot ht the earth with her fornication, and hath 
cer Merged the blood of his ſervants at her hand 3 
the therefore praiſe our God all ye his ſervants, 


d ye that fear his name, both ſmall and great! 
redn again they fing hallelujah. So that their cry- 
g under the altar, Haw long, O Lord, holy and 
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what we learn by them we are excited to It 


delight, and praiſe God tor with the greate! 
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, / ; 
true, doſi thou not avengrounr blood on them 10 for 
dibell upon the earih, is not out of any defi .I 
of revenge, but that God may be glorified fo 
his righteous judgments, Eo 

Epen. Having declared my *ſatisfaQtion ii. 
her anſwer, I defired to know whether the ſouth! 
of the bleſſed underſtood what affairs weren 
tranſacting in the world below, and whether the 
had any concern therein. „ 

Meth. To this ſhe replied, The ſum eth 
all our knowledge here is ro know God, th 
fountain of our happineſs; but as to the al 
fairs of particular perſons, we are not concerne 
with them, and are ignorant of them, bein; 
ſtill finite, though glorified creatures: Th 
being preſent in all places is an. attribute pe 
culiar to God alone, zo ache fight every crea 
ture 15 manife/}. Though the proſperity 0 
adverſity of the church below, in their milita 
ſtate, is repreſented to us by the angels, Ee 
are gniniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to gninijter | 
ehoſe that hail ve heirs of ſalvation : And fro 


new our praiſes to him that fits upon ti 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever. 1 he ai 
mirable. .providence of God, in the deliveranc 
and Pons 862m of his. church, being wha 
we reflect upon with the greateſt pleaſure an — 

» 
ardency of affection, defiring allo that hi ther 
Slory, and his people's happineſs, inay be cone a 
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ſummate by the redemption of the whole church, 
which ſhall not be till the bride hath made her- 
elf ready, and the myſtical body of Chriſt be 
completed. $70 | 
Epen. I then told her I would only aſ her one 
thing more (for I believed my conductor was 
ready to come for me) and that was, in what 
he manner their time was ſpent in this bleſſed place, 


and what their general converſation with each 


other was? 5 
Moth. To this ſhe replied, O my Epenetus! 
how much does that cloud of mortality you 
ſtill bear about you clog your underſtanding, 
wen in thoſe bright regions! You ſpeak of us 
s ſtill clothed with mortal fleſh, and con- 
ider not that here mortality is ſwallowed uþ of 
ife, and time is changed into eternity, without 
ſucceſſion or end. It is true, indeed, that in 
the world below there is a continual flux of 


and weeks, and months, and years; but here 
here 1s no ſuch thing ; here is no night by 
rhich days are diſtinguiſhed, nor circling orbs 
hat make the ſeveral ſeaſons of the year ; but 
dne eternal undivided point laſts here for 
ver; and therefore, Epenetus, here is no time 
o ſpends. | EL 
But then, as to the other part of your queſ- 
jon, What our general converſation with each 

wither is? Eternity can only fully anſwer it. 
eon Ne all have work enough to do throughout the 


yn, PO 
ö ; 
G a 
e b 
N : 4 © »4 
be N . tn nth 


+ Eamon Moog 2222 — ü — 222 


* IIS 
l 
8 
8 


time, which is divided into hours, and days, 


» 
— 
88 2 
* — * 


$6 


— 
— 


5. — — 


— E 
4 * , 6 

1 I 4 
2 — Me 


i 


£ — 


** r ST, 
"We. a. Ante” 
DL — 


—— — d = 
t 8 K me 


. 
Ot 


1 
| 
7 
y 
y 


8 


D «fo x 


3 
5 
24 : 
ut 
3 
„ 
f 10 
239 
* 
* 


„ „ 8 
a — 
„ — —— 


8 ee, 


0 = # < ->- = — — _ 5 — 
. 2 on 2 
s J * . om N <4 8 * A * png — 5 
—— PPPPPPPPUͤ.ꝗç ' 7˙*˙— ²˙ë T FI 7 2 
n q Co OT rr — . — 
* 


8 
7 


N 
— 


3 


r 
3 
5 k wewades 6, LO 
— — > . 
a — px 


< . — — 
— WR HE W< og. we 
. 


AS 


r 


R 


94 VISIONS OF HEAVEN. 


numerous ages of eternity, and that ſo very 
pleaſant and delightful, it both creates our 
J0\, and ſtill increaſes it: What is chere more 
delightful to the ſoul than knowledge A 
you may then ſoon think how valt a {felt 
we have to trace in it. And as our knowledy: 
does increaſe, . ſo do the adorations we payf 
to the Divine Author of it: For this ys 
our peculiar happineſs, that all our diſqui. 
ſitions here, of whatſoever kind, tend to il. þ 
luftrate the high praiſe and adoration of ti 6 
ineffable Three One, 7 
How many wonders. of the Deity, m 
Epenetus, do thine forth in the works of ma. Nen 
ture in the world below, which ſtill lie hid cu 
and undiſcovered unto the maſt elaborate in- 
quirers into them! How many things are therefſhcc 
below, you know not how they ate done, and 
yet are well aſſured that they are! Who car 
tell how a tree grows from a ſeed, or a varie 
gated curious flower from.a poor ſimple fl 
without any diverſity? And yet, that fo i 
does is evident enough. | 


Why the magnetic ſtone attrafts the neeileſh | 
or amber picks up ſtraws, are ſome of the ae 
canes of nature which yet puzzle the .wilzMi | 
of morals to tell by what ſecret ſympathies ie 
came to pals, although the matter of fact ſont, 


very obvious. Theſe things are made wnifedi 
telligible here, and all their occult cauſes laiq lou 
open to our view; which likewiſe do+s excithy . 
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yar humble adorations and renewed praiſes to 


urHim who is fo excellent in working. | | 
rl And then again, the wondrous magnitude, as | 
ell as contextures, of the celeſtial orbs, (Which 

oh 


ain aſtrologers in vain pretend to penetrate) are 


gehere, both in their cauſes and effects, made ; 
YWnown unto the bleſſed, who, being filled with | 
15 higheſt admiration, adore the ever blefſed God, 


or all his works of wonder. | 1 
Not that we have this knowledge barely by 13 
; fimple 1otuition, but by the mutual exerciſe 
{ our diſcourſive faculties, whereby our know- 
edge ſtill becomes progreſſive. Nor do I 
jeny, but that, by intuition, our here enlarged 
aculties receive a great addition ; for here we 
t one view can behold more than we can do = 
cceflively below in many years; to which 1 

e ſwiftneſs of our motion does alfo much 118 
ontribute. ö : | 


. 


ri But farther yet, the works of God's 1. 
[1p mghty providence, and with what wondrous 


o Wiidom he has over-ruled and governed all 
ents; is ſuch a theme as well becomes us here 
be continually contemplating; and which, 
ae more we view, the more we find occaſion 
ile to magnify the great and glorious name or 
es ie great Author of our happineſs. Theſe ' 
t "Sontemplations, Epenetus, have often been ex- W 
 VWtdingly delightful to me, when in the world 1 
| lailow, where I ſaw things but very darkly, fy 
«cue loſt much of the beauty of them, 'by 
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reaſon of the vanity which was upon my pur. 
blind underſtanding, by means of which, 1 
could not ſee afar off: But now, that all 
my intellectual faculties are both enlarged and 
perfected, and J can fee the whole of what IM; 
then had but a ſhort and imperfect view of; 
how much more pleaſant and delightful mul 
it be? How much more muſt it magnify the 
wiſdom of the great Contriver, to ſee me 
eager in the proſecution of their own deſigns, 
and the fulfilling of their luſts, not having 3 
regard to any thing beſides the ſatisfying offi; 
themſelves; and yet to ſee how all theſe thing 
are over- ruled to the effeting of the Divine 
good pleaſure, and bringing things, long ſine 
decreed, to paſs, although hots inftrument 
knew nothing of it, is indeed well befitting 
him who is ſo wonderful in counſel, and excil 
leut ia working , To whom be glory, and bleſ. 
- (ing, and praiſe, through all the endleſs ages o 
„„ 1EE; "7 * 
Thus the eternal Father had deereed on 
great Redeemer ſhould be born in Bethlehenf 
for fo the prophet Micah had declared, ſay 
ing, But thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though th 
be little among the thoufanas of Judah, yet ol 
of thee ſball he come forth unto me, who is to 6 
 Raler in Ifrael, auboſe goings forth have bei 
from of old, from everlaſting. But when th 
time drew near he ſhould be. born, the bleſſe 
Virgin lived at Nazareth, with her eſpouſe 
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ulband, Joſeph, deſigning nothing elſe but to 
is in there; which would have contradicted 


ad long ago foretold : And therefore, at this 
ime, Auguſtus Cæſar, the Roman Emperor, 


xe taxed, and each one in his own city from 
hence he deſcended, and that both men and 


ſhe was, and far as was the way} that-they 
night there be taxed according to what Cæſar 
ad decreed; and there the Lord of Life muft 
hen be born according to what Micah prophe- 
ed. Cæſar aimed only at his getting money; 
nd yet that aim of his, through the Divine 
Viſdom over-ruling it, was made a means to 


portant a matter as the birth of the Meſſiah. 
his tends exceedingly to magnify the mighty 
iſdom and 'over-ruling providence of God, 
ho governs all events to his own glory, and 
„ fe ft Ht ET HET I RRTY 


F ſay You knew a perſon, Epenetus, in the world 
150 | 


low, who, having ' propofed to go tu ſee a 
et oußiend, and ſtay at his houſe ſome days, fell 
1% Mpan, as he was getting upon horſeback, and 
oke his leg, which put a ſtop to his intended 
urney: This he eſteemed a very great affliction; 
it in a few days _—— received intelligence 


hat the prophet Micah, by Divine Inſpiration, 
uts out a decree, that all the empire ſhould 


omen: This cauſed the Bleſſed Virgin, and 
er eſpoufed huſband, to go to Bethlehem (big. 


ting at out the fulfilling of the prophecy in ſo 
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that his friend's houſe was caſually burnt tha 
very night that he intended to have lain there 
and all the people in it. This made hin 
look on that which he at firſt thought to 
an affliction, to be a mercy to him; and th 
the breaking of his leg was but in order t 
the ſaving of his life. Many ſuch inſtance 
of Divine love and goodneſs might be give 
which here the bleſſed retain a lively ſenſe of 
and mention in their ſongs of praiſe and hi 
lelujahs to God and to the Lamb. 
Again, my Epenetus, here all the bleſſe 
are eternally employed in finging praiſes t 
Him, who by his wondrous grace has brouy| 
them to his glory. Here we ſee plainly th 
gulph of everlaſting ruin, in which we ve 
ſo like to plunge ourſelves, had he n 


ſtopped our way. He often edged up » | 
way With thorns, that ſo we might not tra * 
to deſtruction. The various methods of bl"? 
grace, whereby he brought us to -himſelt, br 
here repeat to one another, and join in « 7 
great chorus to his praiſe : And whilſt we pri.“ 
him thus, he ſtreams forth emanations of lo 2 
grace upon us, whereby we are aſſimilat "i 


more into his likeneſs, which is our h gh 
„ nt, 57.54 

Thus, Epenetus, I have anſwered yo 
laſt queſtion, which you will better underſta 
when you ſhall come to be clothed: wi 
immortality, In the mean time, walk wort! 


f the grace you have received; and let not 


God the glory of his grace; and let what you 
have ſeen and heard have this effect, to make 
ou ſo much more abhor yourſelf for your 
own vileneſs. . The great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
mes, who like yonrſelf was once admitted 
hither, declares he ſoon met with a thorn in 
the fle/h, leſt he ſhould elſe have been puffed 
up too much for the abundant revelations 
that he had received, Let this example there- 


beſt defence; ſneh God exalts, whilſt he de- 
preſſes the proud. I fee your guardian angel 
is coming towards you, and therefore, Epene- 
tus, ſare you well till next you come, and 
then we will part no more! | 


departed, and the bright form that brought me 
from the world below, into this place of happi- 
neſs, was preſent with me; to whom, as 1 
was bowing, 

Ang. Bow to the Throne (faid he) and 50 
to me ; I have already told you I am thy fellow 
creature 5 and therefore worſhip God alpne, for 
ie alone is worthy of adoration. Haſt thou ob- 
ſerved theſe heavenly manſions well ? 5 
Epen. I then replied, 1 have obſerved, and 


eut even here I could but ſee in part; their 


ont ſplendour was too bright, and too diaphonous 
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our- attainments puff you up, but give to 


fore keep you humble: Humility will he your 


Epen. She had no ſooner ſpoke, but ſhe. 
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for my beholding. And yet the ſight was ſo ex. 
tremely delightful, that I could wiſh I might 
BE EZ . 

Ang. I have, replied the angel, a commiſſion 


to re- conduct you to the world below; not only 


to the earth, from whence I took. you, but to 


the regions of the prince of darkneſs, that thou 


mayeſt there ſee the reward of fin, and what 
incenſed Juſtice has prepared as the. juſt judg. 
ment of their rebellion, who would exalt them. 
ſelves above the throne of the Moſt High. But 
do not, therefore, be afraid; for as I have 1 
commiſſion to bring thee thither, ſo have ! 
likewiſe to bring thee back again, and leave 


' thee in the world from whence I took thee, till 


thou haſt there put off mortality; amd then! 
ſhall once ave be thy conductor hither, where 
thou ſhalt live for ever with all the bleſſed 
heres - TC 

Epen. Theſe laſt words of the angel did, 2 
as it were, put new life into me: For 70 leavi 
Heawen for earth, was that which did ex. 
tremely diſcompoſe me, and would have ren- 


dered me inconſolable, but that I knew tie 9 


Divine Will was ſuch. But te l:ave Heaven 


for hell, was that which turned my very 


heart within me. However, when 1 knew 
that it was the Divine good pleaſure that J 
ſhould be returned from thence to earth 
apain, and there put off mortality, and then 
be re. conducted up to Heaven, I was a little 


I 
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ght comforted, and found within myſelf an entire 

refignation to the will of God; and therefore 
- Mid, with ſome aſſurante,, to my bright con- 
ductor, that which the bleſſed God has ordered 
J ſhall be always willing to obey, of whoſe 
great mercy I have already had ſo very large 
experience, 4 


J hat &en in hell itſelf I will aot fear, 

May I but have his preſence avith me there. 
Ang Po this my ſhining guardian anſwered 
me: Wherever the bleſſed God vouchſafes his 
preſence, there is heaven; and whilſt we are in 


* 


tell, he will be with vs. 


al Eden. Then bowing Jow before the Al- 
n Inighty's throne, ſwifter than thought my 
ere guardian angel carried me ten thouſand leagues 


delow the imperial Heavens, where, when I ſaw 
hoſe mighty globes of fires, thoſe ever-burn- 
ing lamps of the ztherial Heavens, I thus be- 
poke my bright conductor: That I had heard, 
rhen I was upon earth, that each one of theſe 
Ixed ſtars were worlds, and I believed they 
ipht ; becauſe, though here they are of ſuch 
n they ſeem to us on earth 
uſt ſuch ſmall things as what the earth ſeems 

ey ere; although, inked, the earth ſeems here 
I ore dark than they do to thoſe that are on 
th arth. But, having ſuch an opportunity, I 
en (ould willingly be informed from you what 
tle Nruth there is therein. | 5 
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are their forms. 
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Ang. To this my ſhining guardian 'anfwered 
me, To Him who is Almighty there is nothing 
impoſſible; nor can there be a bound ſet to 
infinity. The ever-bleſſed (30d took ſix days 
time to make the world below, but could as 
well have made it in one moment, if he had 
ſo determined; it was the. putting forth of his| 
almighty power that did effect it; and what 
that power can do, there is none can tell but he 
that does poſſeſs it. But from his power, to 
argue it is his will, is no 2 logic in the 
ſchool of Heaven, He does whatever he 

leaſes, both in heaven above, and in the earth 
low; and what he pleaſes to reveal to us, we 
know; and what he has not fa revealed, are 
ſecrets locked up in his own eternal counſel, 


which is a bold and preſumptuous curioſity for 


any creature to inquire into. There is no doubt 
but he can make as many worlds as there are 
ſtars in heaven, if it pleaſes him; but that he 
has done ſo, he has not yet revealed, nor is it 
therefore our duty to inquire. fg 

By this time we were come down to the 
loweſt regions of the air, where I ſaw. multi- 
tudes of horrid forms, and diſmal dark ap- 
pearances, fly from the ſhining preſence 0 
my bright conductor. 1 fingh | 

Epen. Theſe ſafe, ſaid I, are ſome of tir 
vanguard of. hell, ſo black and ſo affrighting 
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Aut. "Theſe are, ſaid my conductor, ſome 


of the apoſtate ſpirits, that wander up and 


down in the air, and on the earth, Ii 


lions, ſeeking whom they may devir: And 
though they are fled hence, you will Tee them 
uickly in their own dark territories ; for we are 


now upon the borders of the infernal pit. 
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1 Quickly ſound the words of my conductor 


very true; for we were ſoon ſurrounded with a 
darkneſs much more black than night, which 
was attended with a ſtink more ſuffocating far 
than that of burning brimſtone ; my ears were 
likewiſe filled with the horrid yellings of the 
damned ſpirits, that all the moſt diſcordant note 
on earth were, in compariſon of this, melo- 
dious muſic. ; 

Ang. Now, ſaid my guardian angel, you are 
on the verge of hell; but do not fear the power 
of the deftroyer, for my commiſſion from the 
Tmperial Throne ſecures you from all dangers. 

Here you may hear from devils, and damned 
Jouls, the curſed cauſes of their endleſs ruin; 
and what you have a mind to aſk, inquire, and 
they ſhall anſwer you: The devils cannot hurt 

ou, though they would, for they are bound byfnot! 
Him that has commiſſioned me, of which them-Meav 
ſelves are ſenſible, which makes them rage, andſÞtte 
fret, and roar, and bite their hated chains, butowe 
all in vain, 1 | eſe 
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We now were come within hell's territo- 
ries, placed in tiie caverns of the infernal 
deep ; there, where earth's centre reconciles 
all things, - where all effects do in their cauſes 
ſleep: There, in a ſulphureous lake of liquid 
Wice, bound with the adamantine chain of 
Heaven's fixed decree, ſat Lucifer, npon a 
burning throne; his horrid eyes ſparkling with 
helliſh fury, as full of rage as his ſtrong pains 
could make him. Thoſe wandering fiends, that, 
as we came from Heaven, fled befere us, had (I 
perceived) given notice of our coming, which 
all hell in an uprear, and thus made Lu- 
ifer to vent his horrid blaſphemies againſt the 
the bleſſed God; which he delivered with ſuch an 
\te bir of arrogance and pride, as plainly: ſhows 
2 only wanted power, but neither rage nor 
malice. 
Lucifer. What would the Thunderer have? 
wer aid he: He has my heaven already, whoſe 
adlant ſceptre this bold hand ſhould bear: 
und for thoſe never - fading fields of light, 
hy fair inheritance, confines me here in this 
in Wark houſe of death, ſorrow, and woe! 
hat would he have hell from me too, that - 
 infulrs me here? Ah! could J but obtain 
nother day to try it in, I wonld make 
em-· Heaven ſhake, and his bright throne to 
ter, Nor would I fear the ntmoſt of his 
wer, though he had ' fiercer flames than 
eſe to throw me in. Though then I loſt 
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the day, the fault was not mine! No winged With 
= in Heaven's arched roof bade fairer for Hb. 
the victory than I did. But, ah! (continued Wil 
he, with a changed voice) that day is loſt; in 
and I am doomed, for ever doomed; to theſe l: 
dark territories! But it is at leaſt ſome comfort m 
to me ſtill, that mankind's ſorrow waits upon w 
my woe; and, fince I cannot on the Thun. I. 
derer, I will wreak the utmoſt of my rage on be 
Wo ; N — _ 
Epen. I was amazed to hear his impious 
ſpeech; and could not forbear ſaying to myWa: 
conductor, How juſtly are his blaſphemies re. ¶ be 
warded ! : | 
Ang. What you have heard from this apoſtat 
ſpirit is both his fin and puniſhment ; for eve 
blaſphemy he belches againſt Heaven makes hel 
the —.— to him. 5 | | 
We then paſſed on further, amongſt difm: 
ſcenesof unmixed ſorrow, and ſaw two wretche 
fouls tormented by a fiend, who, without ceal 
ing, plunged them in liquid fire and burning 
brimſtone, whilſt they at the ſame time accuſe 
and curſed each other; one of them ſaying t 
his tormented fellow-ſufferer, O curſed be th 
face, that ever I ſet eyes upon thee! My miſerfimy 
is along of thee ; 1 may thank thee for this, fe 
it was thy perſuaſions that brought me hithet 
thou didſt entice me; thou it was that didſt er 
ſnare me thus. It was your covetouſneſs anf mir 
cheating, and Four oppreſſion and grinding 
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ved de poor, that brought me hither. If you had 
for but ſet me a good example, as you did an, 
ned ill one, I might, for aught I know, have been 
t; in Heaven, and there have been as happy as 
eſe lam now miſerable : But, O wretch that I was! 
fon my following your ſteps has made me in this 
pon wrecched ſtate, and ruined me for ever. O that 
un- never had ſeen thy face, or thou hadſt never 
on been born to do my foul that wrong _ thou 
_ Whait done! 

ous} The other wretch replied, And may I not 
as well blame you? For do you not. remem- 
ber how at ſuch a time and place you did 
entice me, and drew me out, and aſked me 
if 1 would not go along with you, when L 
was about my other buſineſs, about my lawful 
calling ? But you called me away, and there-- 
fore are as much in fault as I: Though I 
was covetous, yet you were proud; and if 
you learned of me your covetouſneſs, I am 
ſure I learned of you my pride and drunken- 
neſs ; and though you learned of me to cheat, 
yet you learned me to whore, to lie, and 
ſcoff at goodneſs, Thus, though 1 ſtumbled 
you in ſome things, you ſtumbled me a8 
much in others; and, therefore, if you blame 
me, I can blame you as much. Aud if 1 
have to anſwer. for ſome of your moſt filthy 
actions, yr bave ſtill to anſwer for ſome of 
mine: I wiſh you never had come hither ; 
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the very looks of you do wound my fool}, th 
by bringing ſin afreſh into my mind: It was”? 
with you, with you it was I ſinned. O grief 

unto-my ſoul! And fince I conld not thun thy e 
company there, O that I could have been with Ml 
out it here! 50 


At 


From. this ſad SO I fam perceived, rh 
that thoſe who are companions upon earth in 
ſin, mall be ſo too in hell. in puniſhment, M<” 
And though on earth they love each other' * 
company, they will not care for it in hell. tpe 


This, I believe, was the true reaſon why Diven 
ſeemed ſo charitable to his brethren, that he 
would have them warned, that ſo they mipht 
not come into this plæce of torment; it way 
love unto himſelf, and not to them, that waz 
his motive; becauſe had they come thither, 
his tor ments wovld have thereby been in- 
creaſed. | 
But there were yet more tragic ute of 
' ferrow : for leaving theſe two curſed wretches 
accuſing each other, for being authors of each 
other's miſery, we paſſed on further, - behold- 0b. 
ing ſeveral woeful ſpectacles; and, among. q 
others, one who ſtill had flaming ſolpburſl,. 
foi ced down her throat by a rormenting ſpirit; 
"which be did with that horrid” cruelty aud iu- 
ſolence, I could not but ſay to him, 
Eden. Why mould you ſo delight in the 
* 5 of * curſed wretch, as to be 


*, 
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thus perpetually pouring that flaming and infer- 
nal liquor down her throat ? | 
Fiend. This is no more but a juſt retribution, 
. replied the fiend: This woman in her life-time 
Vas ſuch a ſordid wretch, that though ſhe had 
gold enough, could never be fatisfied, and 


cared not who the ruined and undid, ſo ſhe 
could get theit gold; and when ſhe had amaſſed 
„Nogether a greater treaſure than ever ſhe could 
ſpend, her love of money would not let her 
ſhend ſo much of it as to ſupply herſelf with 
what the common neceflines of life required; for 
ſhe then went often with an empty belly, thoug's 
her bags were full, or elſe ſhe filled ic at ano- 
ther's charge: And as for her apparel, it either 
never. grew old, or, it it were ſo, it was al- 


was hard to ſay which piece was an original, as 
it is among the learned men on earth to find out 
the original of Nile. She kept no hopſe, be- 
auſe (he would not be taxed; nor keep her 
reaſure in her hands, for fear ſhe ſhould be 
robbed ; nor Jer it out without good bonds 
und mort gzges, for fear of being cheated ; al- 
hough ſhe ever cheated all ſhe could, an 
as herſcif fo* great a cheat ſhe cheated her 
wn body of. its food, and her own foul of 
eroy. And vet this curſed wretch kad but 


K 


therefore now I pour it down her throat: She 


ways ſo ſupplied with patches, that at laſt it 


ne child in all the world to give it to, whom 
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ſhe had brought up ſo, ſhe knew uo mor 
| how to make uſe of it than her mother did. Het 
Since gold, then. was her god on earth, is ian 
2 ju that fhe ſhould have her belly- full i; 
Een. When her tormentor had done ſpeaking Wea 
_T aſked her whether what he ſaid wcre true 0 
not — To this ſhe anſwered me, No; to nfl 
grief it is not. How! to your grief! ſaid] 
Yes, to my grief, ſaid ſhe ; Becauſe, wire 1. 
arhich my ror mentor teils you irut,, I fhould (Wc 
better ſatisfied. He tells you that it is gz 
that he pours down my threat; but he is a ly iH 
devil, and ſpeaks falſely ; were it but gold, be. 
never ſhould complain; tut he abuſes me, and 
in the ſtead of gold, he only gives me hort 
ſtinking ſulphur: Had I my gold I fhould h 
happy ſtill; which EF ſo truly value, that, if 
had it here, I ſearee would brite heaven wit 
it, to be removed from hence. | 
I could not forbear telling my conductor, 
was amazed to hear a wretch, in hell itſelf, Ib 
to dcat ypon her riches, and that too whillt i 
the tormentor's hands. | 5 
Ang. This may, ſaid he, convince yolnil 
it is a fin that is the greateſt of all evils ; au bea 
where love of that prevails, that foul is loo 
for ever: And therefore it is the greateſt qtho! 
all puniſhments to be abandoned to the Jonvill 


of fin, The love of gold (to which 


Ws 
did. 
18 1t 


1 i; 


carſed ereature ĩs given pe is a more exquiſite 


tate ſpirits here inflict upon her. 

Epen O, ſaid I, c5uid but wicked men on 
earth, for one ſmall moment, lay their ears to 
mis mouth of Tophet, and hear thoſe horrid 
Wfhric ks of damned fouls, they could not be in 
lyye with fin ag in. 

Ang. Eternal Fruth his told us other wiſe : 
For th ſe that will not fear his mini ters, nor 
have regard to what his word contains, will 
not be war. ed, th h one ſhould com: from 
hell. 


ſaw a wretched ſoul lie on a bed of burnin 
eel, almoſt .choaked with brimſtone, who crie 
out as one under a dreadful anguiih, with a note 
of deſperation; which made me defire of my 
conductor to ſtay a while, that I might liſten 
more attentively to what he ſaid; and theteupon 
| heard him ſpeak as follows: 

Ah, miſerable wretch ! Undone for ever, 
for ever! O theſe killing words For eve, 
will not a thouſand — years ſuffice to 

bear that pain, which, if I could avoid it, I 
would not bear one moment for a thouſand. 
thouſand- worlds? No, no, my miſery never 
will have an end; after the thouſand thou- 
land years it will be For ever ſtill. O hapleſs, 
ren bopdtels, ſtate indeed! It is this F or 


and fatal puniſhment than that which the apo- 


We had not come oh; Santi befor: we 


/ 
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_ ever is the hell of hell! O cuiſed wretch! 
Zurſed to all eternity! How wilfully have * 
i undone myſelt! O what ſtupendous folly M 
:m 1 guilty of to chooſe fin's ſhort and mo- oh 
* mentary pleaſure, st the dear rate of everlaſt- 


3ng pain! How oſt have 1 been told it would ” 
he ſo! How often preſſed te leave thoſe paths he 


of fin, that would be ſure to bring me io the Ich 
chimbers of eternal death! But, I, like the to 
deaf adder, leut no ear unto” thoſe charmetrs, " 
Though they charmed ſo wiſely. They told 
me often, that my ſhort-lived pleaſures would N ou 
quickly iſſue in eternal pain; and now too ſad H bl 
experience tells me ſo, it tells me ſo indeed, ¶ to 
but it is too late to help it, for my eternal ſlate I ha 
is fixed for ever. Why had I reaſon given th 
me? Why was I made with an immortal ſoul, Hal 
and yet ſhould take ſo little care of it? O how il 
my own neglect ſtings me to death, and yet ! 
know I cannot, I muſt- not die! But live a 
dying life, worſe than ten thouſand deaths; 
and yet I might once have helped all' this, and 
would not! O that is the gnawing worm that I th 
never dies! J might once have been happy; i he 
ſalvation once was offered me, and I refuſed it: ¶ pe 
Ah! had it been but once, yet to refuſe it, in 
had been a folly not to be forgiven, but it was if be 
«ffered me # thouſand times, and yet (wretch Im 
that J was) I ſtill as often refuſed it. O curſed i fe 
lin, that with deluding pleaſures bewitches. 
iarkiad to eternal ruin! God often called, 
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but I as often refuſed ; he ſtretched his hand 
out, but I would not mind it. How often 
have I ſet at nought his counſel! How often 
have I r2fuſed his reproof ! But now the ſcene is 
changed, the caſe is altered ; for now he laughs 
at my calamity, and mocks at that deſtruction 
which is come upon me. He world hare 
helped me once, but then I would not, and 
therefore thoſe eternal miſeries I am conJemned 
to undergo 1s but the juſt reward of my own 
doing. 8 hs. 

I could not hear this doleful lamentation, with- 
out reflecting on the wondrous grace the ever- 
blefſed God had ſhown. to me : Eternal praiſes 
to his holy name! For my heart tald me that I 
had deſerved, as much as that ſad wretch, to be 
the object of eternal wrath; and it is his grace 
alone has made us differ. 


O bow unſrare hable bis counſels be ! 
And who can fathon big divine decrie ? 


After theſe reflections, I addreſſed myſelf to 
the doleful complainer, and told him I had 
heard his woeful lamentation, by which I 
perceived his miſery was great, and his loſs 
irreparable; and told him I would wile 
be informed of it more particularly; whie 
might poſſibly be ſame alleviation of his ſut- 
ferings. | N | 

| K 3 
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Damned Soul. No not at all; my pains are 0 
ſuch as can admit of no relief, no not for one = 


{mall moment. But, by the queſtion you hare 
aſked, I do perceive you are a ftranger here; and 
may you ever be fo. Ah! had T bur the leaſt hopes 
Nill remaining, how would I kneel, and cry, and 
pray for ever, to be redeemed from hence! But 
ah! it is all in vain, I am loſt for ever. — 
Though, that you may beware of coming 
| hither T will tell you what the damned ſuffer 
ere. 8 
Our miſeries in this infernal dungeon are of 
two ſorts; what we have loſt, and what we un- 
dergo : And theſe I will reduce each to their ſe- 
vera] heads; although the fad relation will give 
a greater ſting to what I feel, | | 
Firſt, then, for what we have Inſt, | | 
1. In this ſad dark abode of miſery and ſor- 
row We have loſt the preſence of the ever-bleſſe 
God ; And this is that which makes this dun- 
geon hell. Though we had loſt a thouſand 
worlds, it would not be ſo much as this one loſs: 
Could but the leaſt glimpſe of his favour enter 
here, we might be happy; but we have loſt it, 
io our everlafting woe. | 
2. Here we have likewiſe loft the company of 
ſaints and anyels, and in their room have no- 
thing but tormenting devils. „ 
* 3. Here we have loſt heaven too, the ſeat 
of blefledneſs : There is a deep gulph be- 
twixt us and heaven, ſo that we are ſhut out 
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from thenee for ever. Theſe everlaſting gates 


ever ſhut againſt us here. 


God, who does ſo pity ſinners, that he has 
given his beloved Son to die for them, to be 


can be more cruel and tormenting, than to 


f have that Redeemer, that gives bis very blood. 
1- 2 . 

or others, deny to pity us? Nor will the 
J ſaints and angels pity us, but whilſt we here are 


howling in our miſery, under the wrath. 
of an incenſed God, the ſaints too ſhall rejoice 
hat we are damned, and God is glorified in 
Por deſtruction. Behold the diſmal iſſue of 


Nt 

our fin! 7 4 1 „ 
4 5. To make our wretchedneſs far yet more 
. etched, we have Joſt the hope of, ever be - 


ing in a better ſtate, which renders our con- 
lition truly Hopeleſs. He that upon earth; is 


„ Fre. And therefore, it is a common pro- 
erb there, That were it not for bepe, the heart. 


. Would break. Well may our hearts break 
at ien, fince we are here both without, hope and 
e. p., This is what we have loſt; which, but 
at e think on, is enough to tear, and rend, and 


NN 


* 


'© chat Jet the bleſſed into happineſs, are now for 


4- Here we have alſo loſt all pity; and hits. 
is to the miſerable a great loſs: To have that 


ſo far from pitying us that he rejoices in our 
miſery, and will do ſo for ever, is that which 
tings us to the very heart, and makes our 
miſery beyond meaſure miſerable. And what. 


the moſt miſerable, has yet hope left as a re- 
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116 VISIONS OF HELL. 
gnaw upon our miſerable ſouls for ever. Yet, O | 
that rhis were all! But we have fenſe of pain as . 
well as loſs: And having ſhowed you what we 
_ loft, I am now to ſhow you what we un- 
ergo. | ; | 
II. And firſt, We undergo variety of tor. 
ments; we are tormented here a thouſand, nay 
ten thouſand, ſeveral ways. They that are moſt 
afflicted upon earth have ſeldom any more than 
one diſtemper at a time: But ſhould they have 
the plague, the gout, the ſtone, and fever, at 
a time, how miſerable would they think them- # 
ſelves! Yet all thoſe are but like the biting of 
a flea to thoſe intolerable, pungent pains that 
we endure, Here we have all the loathed va- 
riety of hell to grapple with; here is fire that is 
unquenchable.to burn us with; a lake of burn” 
ing brimſtone ever choaking us; eternal chain 
to tie us; here 18 utter darkneſs to affright us, 
and a worm of conſcience that gnaws upon ut 
everlaſtingly : And any one of thefe is worſe t 
ba wes all the torments munkind ever felt on 
2. But, as our torments here are vario 
ſo are they univerſal too; aMiQting each pa 
of the body, and tormenting all the powet 
of the ſonal, which renders what we ſuf 
moſt inſuffetable. In thoſe diſtempers yo 
men are ſeized withal, on earth, though ſon 
parts are afflicted, other parts are free; 4 
though your body may be out of order, yo 
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head may yet be well; and though your head 
be ill, your vitals may be free; or though your 
ha: ritals be affected, your arms and legs may 

all be clear. But here it is otherwiſe ; each 
ember of the ſoul and body 1s at once tor- 
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of. The eye is here tormented with the fight of | 


devils, who do appear in all the horrid ſhapes. 
and black appearances that fin can give them. 
The ear is continually tormented with the loud 


* rellings and continual outeries of the damned. 
ohe noſtrils ſmothered. with ſulphureous flames; 
Io ie tongue with burning bliſters; and the Whole 


body rolled in flames of liquid fire. And all. 
he powers and faculties. of our ſouls are here 
ormented ; The imagination, with the thoughts 
f preſent pain, the memory loſt with reflectin 
n what a heaven we have loſt, and of thoſe 
_ Wpportunities we had of being ſaved. Our 
Winds are here tormented with conſidering how 
ainly we have ſpent our precious time, and 
ow we have abuſed it. Our underſtanding. is 
mented in the thoughts of our paſt pleaſures, 
reſent pains, and future ſorrows, which are to 
Wit for ever. And our conſciences are. tor- 
tented with a continual gnawing worm. 
3. Another thing that makes our miſery, 
ſupportable, is the extremity of our tor-, 
\Wents: the fire that burns us is ſo violent, 
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VISIONS OF HELL. 
that all the water in the ſea can never quench 
it; the pains we ſuffer here are fo extreme, that 
jt is impoſlible they ſhould be known by any 
one but tlioſe that feel them. Vindiftive Juſtice 
here diſplays its power in the ſaſtaining of our 
dying lives under thoſe great and excruciating 
pains which ſcarce an angel's ſtrength could 
undergo. St . 

4. Another of the fad ingredients of our mi. 
ſery is the continuity of our torments: As wa- 
rious, as univerfal, and as extremely violent as 
they ate, they are continual too; nor have we 
the leaſt intermiffion from them; our miſerics 
ate both extreme and always fo. If thore were 
any relaxation, it might be ſome allay ; but this 
makes our condition fo deplorable. that there is 


no intermiſſion of our tôrments, but what wel 


ſuffer now we muft for ever ſuffer. This eauſes 
an hatred to ariſe in our hearts againſt God; 
and our hatred againft. God continues our mi. 
ſeries upon us. i 

5. The ſociety or company we have here is 
another ingredient in our miſery. Tormenting 
devils, ard tormented fouls, are all our com: 
pany 3 and dreadful ſhricks and howlings, undet 
the fierceneſs of our pain, and fearful exect 
tions againſt Him whoſe power and juſtice keeps 
us here, is all our converſation. And here the 
torments of our fellow - ſufferers are ſo far fro 
_ mitigating our miſery, that they increaſe out 
Pain. 
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8 6. The place in which we ſuffer is another 
ch dung that increaſes our ſufferings ; It is the ab- 
hat N gract of all miſery, a priſon, a dungeon, a 
ny bottomleſs pit, a lake of fire and brimitone, a 
ce furnace of Lie that burns to eternity, the black- 
"ur i eſs of darkneſs for ever; and laftly, hell itſelf. 
in And ſuch a wretched place as this muſt needs 
uld ¶ increaſe our wretchedneſs. 

7. The cruelty of our tormentors is another 
thing that adds to our torments: Our tormentors 
are devils, in whom there is no pity, but, being 
© 2 Y tormented themſelves, do yet take pleaſure in 
ves tormenting us. 3 Fr 
nes 8. All thoſe particulars that I have reckoned 
vci'Y up are very grievous ; but that which makes 
this hem much more grievous, is, that they ſhall 
% erer be ſo ; and all our moſt intolerable ſuffer- 

t weſ ings ſhall laſt to all eternity : O wxetched ſtate 
uſes of men! To be the everlaſting objects of God's 
od revenging juſtice: Depart from me, ye cunſad, 
MY into everlaſting fire { is that which is the per- 
J petval ſounding in my cars. O that I could re- 
re i verſe that fatal ſentence! O that there was but 
Noh bare poſſibility of doing it! What is it that 1 
com would not do or ſuffer to effect it? And yet 
Almighty Power can inflict no more than what 

I ſuffer now. But that I ſhall for ever ſuffer. 
is what I know not how to bear; and yet what 
I muſt ever undergo. Thus have J ſhown you 
the miſerable caſe that we are in, and ſhall be 
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128 ; VISIONS OF HELL, 
This wretched ſoul had ſcarcely made 11 
end of what he was ſaying, before he va; 
afreſh tormented by a helliſh fury, who bad: 
him ceaſe complaining, for it was in vain; 


Beſides, ſaid he, do not you know you hays | 
deſerved it all? How often were you told of. 
this before, but would not then believe it! © 
You laughed at them that told you of a hell; j 


nay, you were ſo preſumptuous to dare A]. 
mighty. juſtice to deſtroy you! How often hare, 
you called on God to damn you? And do yo . 
now complain that you. are anſwered according 
to your wiſhes? What an unreaſonable thing , 
is this, that you ſhould call fo often for damn. 
tion, and yet be ſo uneaſy under it? Yeu, 
own yourſelf you had falvation offered young. 
and you refuſed it ; with what face, then, can be 
you complain of being damned ? I have mor: 

reaſon to complain than you, for you hate zt 
had a long time of repentance” given you;W,. 
but I was turned to bell as ſoon as I half 
ſinned ; Vou had falvation offered you, and, 
pRo_ and forgiveneſs often tendered you ;W1:- 
but I never had any mercy offered me; but, . 
was conſigned, as ſoon as J had finned, toc. 
everlaſting puniſhment :| If I had had the offer 
of ſalvation, I never would have ſlighted . 
as you have done: And it had been bettet 
for you, that you had never had the offer ofa 
it neither; for then damnation had been eaſie; 
to you: Who do you think ſhould pity yo, 
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itſelf? 
thus continue to torment me, I know that my 


get it! The thoughts of that is here my great- 
eſt plague: I would be damned, and therefore 
juſtly am ſo. 3 . * 

Then turning to the Fiend that tortured him, 
he ſaid, but it was through thy temptations, 
eurſed devil: It was thou that temptedſt me to 


thou now upbraid me? You fay you never had 


mind, you never had a tempter neither, as I 
have had continually of thee, from whoſe im- 
portunate ſolicitation I rever could be fre. 

To this the devil ſcornfully replied, I own 


ou vou have often been told ſo by your preachers : 
hai hey told yon plain enough we ſought your 
and rn, and went about continually! like toaring 
ions, feeking whom we could devour; and I 
bus. as oft afraid you would believe them, as 
do ſeveral did, to our great diſappointment: But 
fieiſyou were: willing to do what we would have 


etteſſſbut reaſonable that we ſhould pay you wages. 
r ei And then he Fiend tormented him afreſh, 

Wvbich cauſed him to roar out ſd horribly, I 
Ne e aide n „ Liege: ett Ba I 


— 


that would be damned in ſpite of heaven 
This made the wretch cry out, O do Mot 23 
deſtruction is of myſelf : O that I could for- 


all the ſins I have been guilty of; and doſt 


a Saviour offered you : but you ſhould call to 


— 
— — 


it was my bufineſs to decoy you hither; and 


vou; and fince you have done gur work, it is 
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them to their eternal ruin. 


more of it quickly. 


his deſerved ve 


von VISIONS OF HELL» 
could no longer ſtay to hear him, and ſo pai 
away. 300 Fe Rb 
Eper. How diſmal, ſaid I then to my con. 
ductor, is the condition of theſe damned ſoyls! 
They are the devil's ſlaves. while upon earth, 
and he uybraids, and then torments them for it, 
when they come to hell. | 

Angel. Their malice againſt all the race of 
Adam, ſaid my conductor, is exceeding. great, 
becauſe the bleſſed Redeemer died to fare 
them, and they enjoy that | happineſs from 
which thoſe ſpirits were caſt down. And 
tho' it is impoſſible they ſhould prevail upon 
the Elet, ſo as to make one periſh, yet 
fince they know not who they are, they ceaſe 
not to tempt all to ſin, by all the means they 
can, as knowing that is the way to make them 
miſerable : And becauſe many ſouls are igno- 
rant of their devices, they eaſily prevail upon 
And how they 
treat them here, for liſtening to their tempta- 
tions, you have ſeen already, and will ſee 
And though they do it 
to ſatisfy the rage they have againſt them, as 
they are men, yet are they therein the Al 
mighty's agents, and the juſt executioners of 
ngeance - againſt finners, who 


wilfully deſtroy themſelves, by liſtening to the 
Paſſing a little further, we ſaw.a multitude 
of damned ſouls together, gnaſhing their teeth 


a 
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with extreme rage and pain, whilſt the tor- 
menting fiends with helliſh fury poured liquid 
on. fire and brimſtone continually upon them; they, 
als! in the mean time, curſing God themſelves, and® 
th, thoſe about them, in blaſpheming after a tre- 
it. mendous manne. 5 
f J could not forbear aſłing of one fiend. that 
of |} {o tormented them, who they were that he uſed. 
cat, ſo cruelly ? Said he, VV 
are Ficnd. They are thoſe that very well de- 
-om ſerve it ; Theſe are thoſe curſed wretches that 
And I would teach others the right road to heaven, 
pon whilſt yet themſelves were ſo in love with hell, 
yet at they came hither, 'Theſe are thoſe ſouls 
eaſe that have been the great factors of hell upon 
hey the earth, and therefore do deſerve a particular 
hem regard in hell. We: ufe our utmoſt diligence 
no. ll to give every one their ſhare of torments, but 
pon I will be ſore to take care theſe ſhall not want; 
they ſor theſe have not > 4 their own fins to an- 
pta- ſwer for, but all thoſe too, whom they have 
fre Os both by their doctrine and ex- 
o it ample. | 5 
1, fl Epen. Since they have been ſuch great 
ALI factors for hell, as you ſay, methinks grati- 
s of tude ſhould oblige you to uſe them a little more 
who kindly, | | 


J — 9 
* 


che Fiend. To this the impudent fiend anſwered 
Ine, in a ſcoffing manner, They that expect 
tude l gratitude among devils, will find themſelves 
teeth miſtaken; gratitude is a virtue; but we hate 
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all virtue, and profeſs an immortal enmity 
againſt it: Beſides, we hate all mankind, and, 
were it in our power, not one of them ſhould be 
happy. It is true, we do not tell them ſo upon 
earth, becauſe there it is our buſineſs to flatter I. 
and delude them; but when we have them here, if ; 
where they are faſt enough (for from hell there I, 
is no redemption) we ſoon convince them of their'Mj 
folly in believing us. 1 
Epen. From the di ſcourſe 1 had heard of ll; 
this and other of the devils, I could not but 
reflect, that it is infinite and unſpeakable grace t 
by which any poor ſinners are brought to fs | 
heaven, conſidering how many ſnares and In 
baits are laid by the enemy af ſouls to entrap 
them by the way; and therefore it is a work In 
well worthy of the bleſſed Son of God, to b 
ſave his people from their ſins, and to deliver d 
them from the wrath to come, But it is an MWg 
unaccountable folly and madnefs in men toy, 
refuſe the offers of his grace, and to cloſe in th 
with the deſtroyer, PW we ea 
Angel. It is a ſin that thus nardens their di 
hearts, and blinds their eyes, ſo that they are yi, 
incapable of making a right judgment of Ile. 
things, until the Holy Spirit comes and anoints 
their eyes with his eye-ſalve, u hich makes 
the ſcales of ignorance and error to drop off, 
1 they come to 4 85 things in a- true 
light. £0 . > | 
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VISIONS or HELL, 125 
ty Epen. Going further on, J heard a wretch 
id, MW complaining in a heart-breaking ſtrain againſt 
be I thoſe: men that had betrayed him hither. | 
on Damned Soul. | was told, ſaid he, by thoſe 
ter that 1 Cepended on, and thought could have 
re, Winformed me right, that if 1 ſaid but Lord have 
re (mercy on me, when I came to die, it would 
eir be enovgſt to ſave me; but O how wretchedly 

find myſelf miſtoken; to my eternal forrow ! 
of WW alas, I called for nercy on my deatb- bed, but 
2ut ſound it was too late: This curſed devil here, 
ace that told me juſt before, that | was ſafe enough, 
to I then told me it was too late; and hell muſt be 
nd my portion, as J find it is, 
rap Dewil. You ſee 1 told you true at laſt; ; and 
rk then you would not believe me. A very pretty 
to buſineſs ! is it not, think you? You ſpend your 
ver ¶ days in the purſuit of fin, and wallow in your 
an WW fiithineſs, ard you would go to heaven when 
to you die! Would any but a madman think 
in Fthat would ever do? No; he that in good 
Nearneſt does intend to go to heaven when he 
heir I dies, muſt walk in the ways of holineſs and 
are Frirtue while he livres. You ſay ſome of your 
of lewd companions told yon, that ſaying, Terd 
ints have mercy on you, when yon came to die, 
{would be eronvgh: A very fine excuſe! You 
might have known, if you'd have given your- 
ſelf but leiſure to have read the Bible, that 
thout holineſs, there is none ſhall ſee the Lord! 
FT oY 
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Therefore this is the ſum of the matter, you 
were willing to hve in your fins as long as 
you could; you did not leave them at laſt be- 
_ cauſe you did not like them, but becauſe you 
could follow them no longer; And this you 
know to be true, | 
impudence to think to go heaven with the love 
of fin in your heart? No, no, no ſuch matter: 
| You have been warned often enough, that you 
ſhould take heed of being deceived, for God 
avould not be mocked ; but ſuch as you, ſowed, you 
ſhould alſo reap So that you have no reaſon to 
complain of any thing but your own folly, which 
you now ſee too late. 

Epen. This lecture of the devil was a very 
cutting one to the poor tormenting wretch, 
faid J to my conductor, and contains the true 
caſe of many now on earth, as well as thoſe in 
hell. But O what a far different judgment do 
they make in this ſad ſtate, from what they did 
on earth! _ | 5 

Angel. The reaſon of that is, replied my 
guardian angel, becauſe they will not allou 
themſelves to think what the effect of fin wil 
be, nor what an evil it is, whilſt upon earth: 
It is inconſideration that is the ruin of fo man 
thouſands, who think not what they are de 
ing, nor whither they are going, till it is toc 
late to help it, 53 

We had not gone much further before w: 
heard another tormenting of himſelf, and ag: 


And could you have the 
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gravating his own miſery, by reflection on the 
happineſs of bleſſed ſouls.  _ | f 

Dam. Soul. How brightly, ſaid he, do the 
ſaints in heaven ſhine in the glory of the Di- 


vine Image, whilſt J am deformed! And yet I 


was once as capable of that glory as they; 


had the ſame nature with them, the ſame 


reaſon, the intellectual faculties and powers; 


but, O what a prodigious monſter am I now 
become! That I ſhould hate, and hate eter- 


nally, the Eternal Excellency : Now fin and 


death are finiſhed upon me: And O hew vaſt 
is the difference between us! They have the 
human nature in its molt exalted beauty and 
perfection; but J, curſed I, have the ſame na- 
ture in its utmoſt turpitude and depravation'; 


which renders the - compariſon unſpeakably far 


more unequal than that would be of the moſt 
amiable lovely perſon, 8 in all the 
gaiety and prime of youthful ſtrength and 


beauty, with a putrefied and rotten carcaſe, - 


deformed by the. corruption of a loathſome 
grave: Ah! whence is this amazing differ- 
ence, but through my wilful and acurſed fin ? 


It is ſin, it is only ſin, that has undone me, 
and brought me here to ſuffer, as the juſt re- 


ward thereof, the dreadful vengeance of eter- 
na] fire. | | 


Epen. We were diverted from iving any 


0 
— 


further ear unto theſe ſtinging ſelf. reffections 


of this poor loſt creature, by ſeeing a vaſt 


ole atoms > e AEST r 
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number of tormenting fiends laſhing inceſ. 
ſantly a numerous company of wretched fouls 
with knotted whips of ever - burning ſteel; 
whiiſt they roared out with cries ſo very piere. 
ing, and fo lainentable, I thought it might 
have melted even cruelty itſelf into ſome pity, 
which made me ſay to one of the tormentors, 
O ſtay your hand, and do not uſe ſuch erneity 
as this to them who are your fellows crc +2--1res, 
and whom, perhaps, you have yourſelves be. 
trayed to all this miſery. \ 


Devil. No (anſwered the tormentor very 


- ſmoothly) though we are bad enough, no 
devil ever was as bad as they, nor guilty of 
ſuch crimes as they have been: For we all 
know there is a God, although we hate him; 
but theſe are ſuch as never could be. brought to 
own (till they came hither) that- there was ſuch 
a being. 

Eben. Then theſe, ſaid I, are Atheiſts : 
A wretched fort of men indeed; and who had 
once like to have ruined me, had not Erernal 
Grace prevented it. 5 
uad no ſooner ſpoke, but one of the. tor 
mented wretehes cries out, with a ſad mournful 
accent. 5 5 

Dam. Soul. Sure I ſhould know chat voice: 
It muſt be Eperetus,- 

I was amazed to hear my name men- 
rioned by one of the infernal crew; and there- 
ſore being deſiroùs to knew who it was, I an- 


— 
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ſwered, Yes, 1 am Epenetus; but who are 
you, in that ſad loſt condition, that knows 
me? BY T* "IN * ; 
Dam. Soul. To this the loſt unknown re- 
plied, I was once well ' acquainted with you 
upon earth, and had almoſt perſuaded you 
10 be of my opinion. I am the author of that 
celebrated bock, ſo well known by the title of 
Leviathan, i E 

Epen. What! the great Hobbs, ſaid I! Are 
you come hither? Your voice is ſo much changed, 
did not know it. e 1 

Hobbs. Alas, replied he, I am that un- 
happy man indeed. But am ſo far from being 
great, that I am one of the moſt wretched 
perſons in all theſe ſooty territories. Nor is 
it any wonder that my voice is changed; for J 
am now changed in my principles, though 
changed too late to do me any good: For 
now I know there is a God: But O] I with 
there were not; for I am ſure he will have no 
mercy on me: Nor is there any reaſon that 
he ſhould : I do confeſs I was his foe on 
earth, and now he is mine in hell; where he 
makes me to ſuffer all that Almighty Power 
can inflict, or that a creature is able to ſuſtain. 
I feel, 1 feel, to my eternal woe, that I am 
now the ſubje& of that power 1. once ſo wick 
edly :derided: And it is that wretched con- 
hdence 1 had in my own wiſdom that has thus 


betrayed me, | a 
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Epen. Your caſe indeed is miſerable, and y 
you needs muſt own you ſuffer jullly. F 
how induſtrious were you to make proſelytes e 
others, and ſo involve them in the ſame dam 
nation. None has more reaſon te know thi 
than 1, who had almoſt been tuken in the ſnare 
and. periſhed irrecoverably. 
| Hobbs. It is that, ſays he, that ſtings NK 
to the heart, to think how many. periſh by, 
wy means; I was afraid, when firſt . I heard 
your vcice, that you had likewiſe been con 
ſigned ro puniſhment. Not that I can wid 
any perſon happy, for it is my plague to thin 
that any are ſu whilſt 1 am miſerable ; but be 
canſe every ſonl that is brought hither throug 
my ſeduction, whilſt 1 was an earth, doubles m 
pains in hell, x | 

Epen. But tell me, for I fain would be inan 
formed, and you can do it, Did you indeed... 
believe, when upon earth, there was no God 
Could you imagine that the world coul 
make itſelf ? And that the creatures were the 
canſes of their own production? Had you n 
ſecret whiſpers in your ſoul, that told you i 
was another made you, and not you yonrſelf 
And had you never any doubts about thigh... 
matter? I have often heard it ſaid, when upoif 
earth, though there are many that profeſ 
there is no God, there is not one that think, 
ſoz aud it would be ſtrange there ſhould, . 
becauſe there is none but carry in their boſung.. 
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1 witneſs for that God whom they deny, Now 
you can teil whether it is ſo or no; and you 
es oilave now no reafon to conceal your ſentiments, 
Hobbs. Nor will I, Epenetus, anſwered he, 
though the thoughts thereof ſting me afreſh, 1 
nareW aid at firſt believe there was a God, who was 
that ſovereign ſelf-ſubfiſting power that gave 
WW: being to all other creatures: But falling after- 
h by wards to vieieus courſes, which rendered me ob- 
ea roxious to his wrath, I had ſome fecret wiſhes 
cunYthere was none; for it is impofnible to think 
Wich pere is a God, and not withal to think him juſt 
md righteons; and conſequently that he is obliged 
to puniſh the tranſgreſſors of his law: And be- 
nz, I was conſcious to myſelf, obnoxious to his 
juſtice, it made me hate him, and wiſh that 
here was no ſuch being: But ill purſuing the 
ame vicious courſes, and finding juſtice did 
ot overtake me, I then began to hope there was 
ho God; and from thoſe hopes began to frame 
my own breaft ideas ſuitable ro what I hoped: 
ind having thus, in my own thoughts, framed 
2 new ſyſiem of the world's original, excluding | 
hence the deing of a Deity, I found myſelf 
lo fond of theſe new notions, that I at laſt 
Prevailed upon myſelf to give them eredit, 
Tod hen endeavoured to faſten the belief of 
nem on others, But before I came to ſuch 
a height as this, I do acknowledge that 1 
ound ſeveral checks in my own conſcience ſor 
that 1 mn and all along was now and then 


% 
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troubled with ſome ſtrange uneaſy: thoughts, 
as if I ſhould not find all right at laſt; which 
I endeavoured to put off, as much as in me lay. 
And now I find thoſe checking thoughts that 
might have been of ſervice to me then, are here 
the things that moſt of all torment me. And [ 
muſt own the love of fin hardened my heart 
againſt my Maker, and made me hate him firſt, 
and then deny his being. Sin, that I hugged 
ſo cloſe within my boſom, has been the curſed 
cauſe of all this woe; the ſerpent that has ſtuny 
my ſoul to death: For now I find, mavgre my 
vain philoſophy, and thoſe new ſyſtems I er 
deavoured to obtrnde upon the world, There i 
a GOD, and that a great and rerrible one. | 
fiad too now, that God will not. be mocked, al- 
though it was my daily practice in the world t. 
mock at Heaven, and ridicule whatever thing: 
are ſacred, which were the means uſd to ſpread 
abroad my. curſed notions, and which I always 
found very ſucceſsful. For thoſe: I could but 
get to ridicule the ſacred oracles, I always 
looked upon to be im a fair way to become my 
diſciples. But now: the thoughts thereof are 
more tormenting to me than all the rorments 
1 ſuſtain by wbips of burning ſteel. For no- 
thing more provokes the offended Majeſty o 
Heaven, than thus to Mae what: we has 
made fo r > Jas 
Eden. By that. which: Pons e bald, it i 
eaſy to diſcern, the great maligoiry of fin 
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2þainſt the ever-bleſſed God; from whoſe. moſt 
righteons will and law it is a deviation. And it 
was alone your giving way to ſin that entailed 
all your miſeries upon you; and, donbtleſs, it 
is a cruel and rormenting thought to think, 
that what you ſuffer is moſt juſtly. But it is 


not my deſign to aggravate'your miſeries ; only 


1 would aſk another queſtion, that I would be 
reſolved in: I heard yourſelf, and others in the 
ſame condition with you, cry out of burning 
ſteel, ' and fire, and flames; and yet I cannot- 
diſtern it: Where there is fire, there muſt be 
ſome degree of light; and yet, for aught ap- 
pears to me, yon are ſtill in utter darkneſs. 

Hubbs. O that I could but ſay 1 felt no 
fire! How eaſy would my torments be, to 
that which now I find them! But out, alas! 
the fire that we endure ten thouſand” times 
exceeds all culinary fire in fierceneſs; and is 
of a quite different nature from it: Which 
you already well obſerved in one particular, 
which is, there is no light at all attends it, 
as does upon ſuch fire as burns upon earth; 
but, notwithſtanding all the fire in hell, we 
are in utter darkneſs. But then the fire you 
burn an earth, is of a preying and devouring 
nature; for, whatſoever it takes hold of, it 
conſumes to aſhes; and when it meets with 
no more fuel, it goes out. But here it is not 
o; for though it burns with that tremendous 
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Fercerieſs, which none but thoſe that feet it 
know, yet does it not conſume, nor never 


will: We ſhall ever be burning, yet not burn- 


ed: Tt is à tormenting; but not a conſuming, 
fire. Ihe fire that is burned on earth is a cor- 

real fire, and cannot feize on immaterial 

bſtance; and ſuch are ſouls: But here the 
fire ſeizes upon our ſouls, and puts them into 
yp ſo exquiſite, and fo tortmetiting; as cannot 

> expreſſed, It was thy ignorance of this, 
when upon earth, that made me tidicule the 
notion of immaterial ſubſtances being burned 
by fire; which here, to my own coft, I find 


too true. And then another difference betwixt 


the fire that hurns us here, and that which 
burns on earth, is this, that you can kindle 
that whenever you pleafe, and querch it 
when you will : But here it is otherwiſe ; this 
fire is kindled by the breath of Heaven, like 
to a ſtream of brimſtone, and it burns for 
ever; and therefore it is moſt properly ſiyled, 


Fire unquenchabls, which is here like to be 


our everlaſting portion. And this is what [I 
have to anſwer to the laſt fad queſtion that you 


Epen. Sad indeed! faid I. See what A!- 
mighty Power can inflict on thoſe that violate 


his righteous law !—I was making ſome further 


obſervations on what I heard, when the relent- 
leſs fiend, who was before tormenting them, thus 
interrupted me; 1 | 


W 
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Devil. You ſee by him what fort of mien 


they were when in the world; and du not you 


th.dk that they deſerve the pur ia ment * 
un ergo? 


Epen. To which 1 anſwered, Donbtleſs it is 
the juſt reward of fin which cow they (uffer, 


and which, hereafter, you fhalt ſuff ro6 4 fot 
you, as weil as they, have finnet againft the 
ever-bicfſed God, and for your ſin ſhall ſuffer 
the juſt vengeance of eternal fie. Nor is it in 
the leaſt aby excuſe to ſay you never doubted 
the being of a God; far though yon knew there 
was a God, yer you rebelled againtt him, and 
there fore ſhall be juſtly punithed with everlaſt. 
ing deſtruction from the preleuce vt the td. 


- and from the glory of his power. 


Devil. To this the fiend replied, It is tue; 
we know we ſhall be puniſnhed as thou bait fie; 
but if ir be a reaſon why mankind ſhould have 


pity ſhown "them, becauſe they fell though 


the temptations of the devil, it is the forte 
caſe with me, and all the reſt of the inferior 
ſpirits, for we were tempted by the bright 
Sun of the Morning to take part with him; 
and therefore, though this aggravates the erime 
of Lucifer, it mould extenuate that of inferior 
ſpirits. 


Ang. To this. my wright cob det (h 


had not ſpoken te them ſinee my coming 
a thus _— with a ſtern, angty coun : 


im 
{ 
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tenance, O thou apoſtate, wicked, lying ſpirit! 
Canſt thou affirm thoſe things, and ſee me here? 
Doſt thou not know it was thy proud heart 
made thee take part with Lucifer againſt the 
bleſſed God, who had created thee a glorious 
creature? But priding of thyſelf in thine own 
beauty, thou wouldeſt have been above thy 
bleſſed Creator, and ſo wert ready to take part 
with Lucifer, and juſtly art with him caſt down 
to hell; and thy former comelineſs and beauty 
changed to that horrid monſtrous form in which 
thou now appeareſt, as the juſt puniſhment of 
thy rebellious pride. 1 IS ES 

Devil. To this the apoſtate ſpirit only ſaid, 
Why doſt thou thus invade our territories, 
and come here to torment us before our 
time? And, when he had ſaid this, flunk 
away, as if he durſt not ſlay to have an 
anſwer, | „ 

Epen. The fiend being gone, I ſaid to my 
conductor, Something I have already heard 
about the fall of the apoſtate angels, but have a 
great deſire to be informed in the particulars 
thereof more fully. | 
Ang. To this my guardian angel anſwered 
me, When thou ſhalt once have put off thy 
mortality, and be tranſlated to the bleſſed 
above, there thou ſhalt know ſuch things as 
now thou -canſt not apprehend. And there- 
fore, in thy preſent ſtate, deſire not io be wiſe 
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ed above what is written. It is enough to know 
rt the angels ſinned, and for their fin were caſt 


down to hell But how pure ſpirits ſhould have 
4 a thought ariſe in their hearts againſt the Eter- 
nal Purity that firſt created thein is what thou 


- called a reg/orabie fervice; and angels had a 
| time for their probation, even in heaven, as 
q well as Adam had in paradite, and, like him, 


2 the fault of Adam was repaired} by the pow f | 


ws romiſe of the blefied Meſliah, fo all thoſe bleſ- 
0 ſed ſpiriis, that kept their ſtation in the great 
an defection of the apoſtate ar gels, are, through 


ſouls again, and then appear before the judg- 
— ment · ſeat, there is _ of theſe black ſouls 
3 5 | 
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but will plead guilty, and juſtify the judgment 
of damnation that they ſhall then hear God pro- 
nounce againſt them. | | 
Epen. I have obſerved, ſaid I, that all of 
them complain moſt of the torment that ariſes 
from their own ſenſe of guilt, which juſtifies the 
juſtice of the puniſhment. 'I his gloomy priſon 
is the beſt glaſs to behold ſin in its moſt proper 
colours; for, were there not the greateſt ma- 
lignity in fin, it would not be rewarded with fo 
extreme a puniſhment, on 
Angel. Your inference is very natural; but 
there is yet a better glaſs than this to ſee the juſt 
demerits due to fin ; and that is by contemplation 
to behold the bleſſed Son of God upon the croſs: 
There we may fee the dire effects of: fin :- There 
we may ſee its true malignity. For all the fuf- 
ferings of the damned here axe but the ſufferings 
of creatures ſtill; but on the croſs you ſee a 
„% Jed 754-7094 got 10078; 
Epen. Surely, ſaid I, juſtice and mercy did 
never ſo triumph and kiſs each other as in 
that fatal hour. For juſtice here was fully ſa- 
, tisfied in the juſt puniſhment of ſin; and 
mercy triumphed, and. was: pleaſed, becauſe 
hereby ſalvation for poor finners was effected. 
And O eternal praiſes to his holy name for 


ever, that by his grace has made me willing to. 


accept of this ſalvation, and thereby to be- 
come an heir of glory; for I remember ſome 
of thoſe loſt wretches here have in their bitter 
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lamentations urged, that when ſalvation has been 
offered them, they refuſed it. It was therefore 
grace alone that helped me to accept it. My 
ſhining grardian told me hereupon, that he muit 
now conduct me to the earth again, and leave 
me there to wait with faith and patience, till 
my expected happy change. ſhould come. And 
added likewiſe, that it would be my wiſdom to 
retain always ſuch a. due ſenſe of my own un- 
worthineſs; for to be vile in my own eyes woukl 
make me precious in the fight of God; and that 
I ſhould not take that caution ill, becauſe the 
enemy of ſouls is readieſt with temptations to 
puff up thoſe who. have had great diſcoveries 
and revelations of the mind of God; for there 
is nothing that the devil aims at more than to 
deftroy thoſe who are moſt dear to God; and 
though he ever fails in his attempts, he is. un- 
wearied ftill in his endeavours, and oftentimes 


prevails ſo far againſt. them as to perſuade them 
to commit thoſe ſins which make them after- 


wards go mourning. to their igraves.. |, 

I gave him thanks for the good counſel he 
had given me, and told him 1 ſhould be much 
wanting to myſelf if I: ſhould, not accept ir 
as the greateſt kindneſs he could Toy mk. 


Come tnen, ſaid he, and let us leave thee 


realms of woe and horror to the poſſeſſion or 


their black inhabitants. — And in a very little 
ſpace of time I foynd myſelf on eact 


h again, 


w%, 
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and in that very place where 1 defigned to have 
committed that black fin of being my own mur. 
derer, overcome by the temptations of the devil, 


who had perſuaded me there was no God, as is 


In the beginning of the book related. But what 


way it was that I came thither I am not at al] 
able to determine. As ſoon as I was by the bank 
that I before bad ſet on, the bright appearance, 


by whom I had been all along conducted, ſaid 


to me, 


Arg. Now, Fpenetus, you know where you 
are, and J muſt ſtay no longer with you now; 


1 have another miniſtration to attend: Praiſe 
him that fits upon the throne for ever, who has 


all power in heaven, earth, and hell, 
For all the wonders of his love and grace, 
That he has ſhown you in Jo ſhort a ſpace / 


Bzpen. As I was going to reply to him, my] 
bright conductor f ++. Jn and I was left 
alone. And having for ſome time conſidered of 


the amazing viſions I had ſeen, and of the won- 


drous things that I had heard, I ſcarce believed 


J was again on earth; nor did J know what 


time it was I had been abſent. And then re- 


ſolving to return to my own habitation, I firſt 


- kneeled down, and prayed that I might never 


Joſe a lively ſenſe of all thoſe wondrons things 
that had been ſhown me; and then roſe up 
again,. blefling and praifing God for. all his 
zodneſs, and much admiring at his wondrous 


grace and condeſcenſion. 


— 


Ay hu r * K 1 N 


VISLONS OF HELL, _ 141 


Being returned unto my houſe, my family 
were much ſurpriſed to ſee my countenance "fo 
ſtrangely changed, and looked upon a . it 
they ſcarce had known me. 

1 aſked them what the meaning was of wel 
unuſual admiration ? 

They anſwered, It was the alteration 3 in : my 
viſage that had cauſed it. 

In what reſpect, {aid I. is it that I am al- 

tered fo ? 


They told me, Yeſterday my looks were fo 


extremely clouded and calt down, 1 ſeemed thc: 
very image of deſpair : But now my face ap- 
peared abundantly more bcautiful, and carried 
all the marks of periect Joy and daccefatink 
in It. 

If you had ſeen, ſaid I, what I hw Gon to- 
day, you would not wonder at the change you 


| {ce Then going into my cloſet, I took my pen 


and ink, and there wrote down what 1 had heard 
and ſeen, declaring the whole viſions,:from firſt 
to laſt; and then ſubjoined to it the poems fol- 
lowing on heaven and hell: All which I hope 


may have the ſame effect on thoſe that read them, ; 


as they had on me in writing them. 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, b 


tbe only wiſe GOD, be 2 for ever. Amen. | 


To whole bleſſing 1 1 i- 


} 
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HERE hs a land of pure delight, 
Where ſaints immortal reign : 
Infinite days exclude the night, _ 
And rann baniſh pain. 


There ev erlaſting ſpring abides, 
- And never-with'ring flow'rs ; 
Death: like a narrow fea, divides 
This heav'nly land from ours. 


— 2 fields, beyond the ſwelling flood, 
_ 1 [Stand dreſt in living green, 
Ss to the Jews old Canaan ſtood, 
While Jordan roll'd between. 


But tim'rous mortals ſtart and ſhrink 
Too croſs the narrow ſea, 
And linget ſhiv'ring on the brigk, 
And _ to launch away, 


Could we but climb where Moſes ſtood, | 
And view the region o'er, 

Not Jordan's ftream, nor death's cold flood, f 
Should fright us from the ſnore. 


Pure are the j joys above the ſky, 
And all the regions peace; 

No wanton lips nor envious eye 

Can ſce or taſte the bliſs. 
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There ſhall we ſee the ſaints above 
In their own glorious forms, 

And wonder why our ſouls did love + 
To dwell with mortal worms. 


Soon make the day, ſweet Lord, appear 
When we ſhall dwell above, 12 
And ſtand and bow among them there, 
Thy glory ſing, and love. 


4 PROSPECT of HELL, 


Wrra holy fear, and humble ſong, 
The dreadful God adore ; n 

Rev'rence and awe become the tongue 
That ſpeaks his dreadful pow'r. 


Far in the deep, where darkneſs dwells, - 
Great horror and deſpair, 
Juſtice has built a diſmal hell, 
And ſtor'd up vengeance there, 


Eternal plagues, and heavy chains, 
Tormenting racks and coals, 

Satan darts forth—immortal pains 
On wretched, damned ſouls | 
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There Satars, the firſt ſinner, lies, 

3 Roars, bites. his iron bands; 

1 In vain the rebeb ſtri ves to viſe. 


| Cruſh'd with God's weighty hands. 


T he guilty gboſts of Adam's tace 
Shriek out beneath his rod: 
Once they could ſcorn a. Saviour 8 grace,. 

And priev'd an angry: God. .- | 


#6 _. Vaſt mnultitibiles of ſinners lie, 
| And darkneſs makes their chains: 
Tortur'd with deep deſpair they cry, 
Yet wait for fiercer pains. 


= Not all thelf anguiſh and their blood 
Poor their old guilt atones, | 
= © Nor the compaſſion of a Gd 
eg e hearken to their Sroans. 


0 e flate of deep deſpair, 
Jo ſee their God remove. 
And fix their doleful ſtation where 
They nexer taſte his love! 
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